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Notes on Contributors

Nicolae V. Dură, Professor, JD, born in 1945 in Romania. He obtained 
his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in theology from the Theological 
Institute of University Rank in Bucharest; followed by PhD in Canon 
Law (1981) in the same University after completing his PhD studies and 
research in the field of Canon Law in Ethiopia; doctoral and postdoctoral 
studies and research in France (Catholic Institute and Sorbonne University 
of Paris) and in Greece (Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki). In 1997 
he obtained a degree of Doctor in Canon Law at the Pontifical University 
of Toulouse (France); and in 2002 — Doctor Honoris Causa granted by 
the Humanist Sciences University of Ostrog (Ukraine); 2010 — Doctor 
Honoris Causa — the St. Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia (Bulgaria); 
2015 — Doctor Honoris Causa — the Ivane Javakhishvili State University 
from Tbilisi (Georgia). Professor Emeritus of the Ovidius University of 
Constanţa (2012—). He is a member of the following scholarly organisa-
tions: Academy of Romanian Scientists, Society of the Law of the Orien-
tal Churches, based in Vienna; the International Consortium for Law and 
Religion Studies, Faculty of Law, University of Milan. Professor of Theo-
logical Institute of University Rank in Bucharest (1976—2001) and Pro-
fessor of the Faculty of Law and Faculty of Theology of the Ovidius Uni-
versity in Constanta (2001—). Vice Dean (for Education and Research) 
of the Faculty of Law, Ovidius University of Constanţa (2004—2008); 
Vice Rector of the Ovidius University for Inter-University Relations and 
Foreign Students (2008—2012). Prizes: The National Order of Merit (ver-
sion of the Legion of Honour, Cultural Merit), awarded in 2001 by the 
President of France, Jacques Chirac, at the proposal of the Minister of 
External Affairs for his contribution to the promotion of the French lan-
guage and European culture due to his book, amounting to more than 
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1,000 pages, Le Régime de la synodalité selon la législation canonique, con-
ciliaire, oecuménique, du Ier millénaire, published in Bucharest in 1999;
A. D. Xenopol Award granted by Romanian Academy in 2001 etc. Author 
of books, studies and articles (on theology, canon law, law, history, 
ecclesiology, the history of ancient literature, philosophy etc.), amounting 
to thousands of pages published in different languages.

Tomasz Gałkowski CP, Professor UKSW, born in 1967, he graduated 
from the Pontifical Faculty of Thelogy “Bobolanum”: SJ in Warsaw. In 
the years 1991—1995 he studied canon law at the Pontifical Gregorian 
University in Rome, where on the basis of the dissertation “Il quid ius 
nella realta umana e nella Chiesa” he received his doctoral degree. He was 
awarded with the Bellarmin’s Prize for his publication (Analecta Gregori-
ana 269, Roma 1996). In 2007, he received a postdoctoral degree at the 
Faculty of Canon Law of the University of Card. St. Wyszyński in Warsaw. 
His monograph Right‑Duty. Priority and interdependence in the law orders: 
Canonical and the secular society was awarded with the Prize of the Rec-
tor of the University. He is an author of about 70 scholarly publications. 
His research interests include issues related to the ratio legis of the canoni-
cal norms and issues of common law and canon law. Currently he is 
a professor and director of the chair of the Theory of Canon Law at this 
University.

Michał Hucał, PhD in ecclesiastical law at the Christian Acadamy 
of Theology in Warsaw; master of arts in legal science at the Warsaw 
University; author and co-author of many publications related to human 
rights and ecclesiastical law, for example, Wolność sumienia i  wyznania 
w orzecznictwie ETPCz (2012), Oddzialywanie brytyjskiej ustawy o prawach 
czlowieka z  1998r. na Kosciol Anglii (2015), Prawo małżeńskie Kościołów 
chrześcijańskich w  Polsce a  forma wyznaniowa zawarcia małżeństwa 
cywilnego  (2016), Prawo Kościoła Ewangelicko-Augsburskiego. Komentarz 
(2017), Ewangelickie Prawo Kościelne 1918-2018. Zbiór tekstów prawnych 
Kościołów ewangelickich w  Polsce (2018), Wielowymiarowość ewangelick-
iego prawa kościelnego. Analiza porównawcza i  teologiczno-prawna (2018), 
Prawo do prywatności w Kościołach i  innych związkach wyznaniowych: od 
tajemnicy duszpasterskiej do ochrony danych osobowych (2019).

Piotr Kroczek, Catholic priest, professor of law, doctor of ecumenical 
theology, judge in Tribunal of Archdiocese of Cracow, chairman of the 
General Norms and Legal Theory Department at the Faculty of Canon 
Law at the Pontifical University of John Paul II in Cracow; he majored in 
legal theory and denominational law, and data protection.
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Damian Němec, born in 1960 in Boskovice (Czech Republic, Mora-
via), his mother tongue is Czech. Dominican since 1986, ordained priest 
in 1991, in the years 1998—2002 he served as a provincial of the Czech 
Dominican Province. Assistant Professor at the Palacky University in Olo-
mouc, teaching canon law and ecclesiastical law at the Faculty of Theol-
ogy and at the Faculty of Philosophy. Research worker at the Faculty of 
Law, University of Trnava (Slovak Republic). Translator of several official 
documents of the Catholic Church into Czech. Translator of liturgical 
texts of the Catholic Church into Czech. Member of the Canon Law Soci-
ety (Prague) and its Institute of Ecclesiastical Law. A member of Conso-
ciatio Internationalis Studio Iuris Canonici Promovendo (Roma), Societe 
International de Droit Canonique et de Legislations Religieuses Com-
parees (Paris), International Consortium for Law And Religion Studies 
(ICLARS) (Milano) and the European Society for History of Law (Brno).

Andrzej Pastwa, Dr. iur. can. habil., Head of Department of Canon 
Law and Ecumenical Theology at the Faculty of Theology at the Uni-
versity of Silesia, and a  judge at the Metropolitan Ecclesiastical Court 
in Katowice. He is a  member of Consociatio Internationalis Studio 
Iuris Canonici Promovendo, Consociatio Iuris Canonici Polonorum, 
as well as Commission for Polish-Czech and Polish-Slovak Relations of 
the Polish Academy of Sciences. He has published numerous papers on 
canon law, especially marriage law, most recently: Il bene dei coniugi. 
L’identificazione dell’elemento ad validitatem nella giurisprudenza della Rota 
Romana, [Biblioteca Teologica, Sezione Canonistica, 7], Eupress FTL—
Edizioni Cantagalli, Lugano—Siena 2018. He is the editor-in-chief of the 
English-language academic journals: Ecumeny and Law and Philosophy 
and Canon Law.

Wilhelm Rees, Dr. theol. habil, born in 1955 in Augsburg, studied 
Catholic Theology in Augsburg. He worked as Visiting Professor of Canon 
Law at the School of Catholic Theology of the University of Bamberg

from 1992 to 1996. Since 1996 he is a Full Professor of Canon Law 
at the Theological School of the Leopold-Franzens-University, Innsbruck. 
He has published numerous papers on Canon Law, ecclesiastical law, and 
civil law concerning religion. He is the co-editor of the new edition of 
the German Handbook of Catholic Canon Law (Handbuch des katholischen 
Kirchenrechts) (2015) and the co-editor of the German scientific book 
series Canonistic Studies and Texts (Kanonistische Studien und Texte, 
published by Duncker & Humblot, Berlin).


