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Notes on Contributors

Nicolae V. Dură, Professor, JD, born in 1945 in Romania. He obtained 
his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in theology from the Theological 
Institute of University Rank in Bucharest; followed by PhD in canon 
law (1981) in the same University after completing his PhD studies and 
research in the field of canon law in Ethiopia; doctoral and postdoctoral 
studies and research in France (Catholic Institute and Sorbonne University 
of Paris) and in Greece (Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki). In 1997 
he obtained a degree of Doctor in Canon Law at the Pontifical University 
of Toulouse (France); and in 2002 — Doctor Honoris Causa granted by 
the Humanist Sciences University of Ostrog (Ukraine); 2010 — Doctor 
Honoris Causa — the St. Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia (Bulgaria); 
2015 — Doctor Honoris Causa — the Ivane Javakhishvili State University 
from Tbilisi (Georgia). 

Emeritus Professor of the Ovidius University of Constanţa (2012—). 
He is a member of the following scholarly organisations: Academy of 
Romanian Scientists, Society of the Law of the Oriental Churches, based 
in Vienna; the International Consortium for Law and Religion Stud-
ies, Faculty of Law, University of Milan. Professor of Theological Insti-
tute of University Rank in Bucharest (1976—2001) and Professor of the 
Faculty of Law and Faculty of Theology of the Ovidius University in Con-
stanta (2001—). Vice-Dean (for Education and Research) of the Faculty 
of Law, Ovidius University of Constanţa (2004—2008); Vice-Rector of 
the Ovidius University for Inter-University Relations and Foreign Students 
(2008—2012). Prizes: The National Order of Merit (version of the Legion 
of Honour, Cultural Merit), awarded in 2001 by the President of France, 
Jacques Chirac, at the proposal of the Minister of External Affairs for his 
contribution to the promotion of the French language and European cul-
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ture due to his book, amounting to more than 1,000 pages, Le Regime de 
la synodalite selon la legislation canonique, conciliaire, oecumenique, du Ier 
millenaire, published in Bucharest in 1999; A. D. Xenopol Award granted 
by Romanian Academy in 2001 etc. Author of books, studies and articles 
(on theology, canon law, law, history, ecclesiology, the history of ancient 
literature, philosophy etc.), amounting to thousands of pages published in 
different languages.

Tomasz Gałkowski CP, Professor UKSW, born in 1967, he graduated 
from the Pontifical Faculty of Thelogy “Bobolanum”: SJ in Warsaw. In the 
years 1991—1995 he studied canon law at the Pontifical Gregorian Univer-
sity in Rome, where on the basis of the dissertation Il quid ius nella realta 
umana e nella Chiesa he received his doctoral degree. He was awarded 
with the Bellarmin’s Prize for his publication (Analecta Gregoriana series 
no. 269, Roma 1996). In 2007, he received a postdoctoral degree at the 
Faculty of Canon Law of the Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński University in 
Warsaw. His monograph Right–Duty. Priority and interdependence in the 
law orders: Canonical and the secular society was awarded the Prize of the 
Rector of the University. He is the author of about 70 scholarly publica-
tions. His research interests include issues related to the ratio legis of the 
canonical norms and issues of common/civil law and canon law. Cur-
rently he is a professor and director of the chair of the Theory of Canon 
Law at this University.

Damián Němec, born in 1960 in Boskovice (Czech Republic, Moravia), 
his mother tongue is Czech. Dominican since 1986, ordained priest in 
1991, 1998–2002 provincial of the Czech Dominican Province.

Professor at the Palacký University of Olomouc, teaching canon law 
and religion law at the Faculty of Theology and at the Faculty of Philoso-
phy. Research worker on the Faculty of Law at the University of Trnava 
(Slovak Republic). 

Translator of several official documents of the Catholic Church into 
Czech. Translator of liturgical texts of the Catholic Church into Czech. 
Member of the Canon Law Society (Prague) and its Institute of Eccle-
siastical Law. Member of Consociatio Internationalis Studio Iuris Cano-
nici Promovendo (Roma), Société International de Droit Canonique et de 
Législations Religieuses Comparées (Paris), International Consortium for 
Law and Religion Studies [ICLARS] (Milano) and The European Society 
for History of Law (Brno).

Jurij Popovič, ICDr., was born on 16 December 1969 in Olenevo, 
Ukraine (former Carpathian Ruthenia). After completing his basic theo-
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logical studies in Prešov (1991—1996), he was ordained as a priest and 
pursued his post-graduate studies at the Pontifical Oriental Institute in 
Rome in the field of canon law. After completing his Licentiate study 
(1996–1998), he was awarded an academic degree of Licentiate of Canon 
Law (abbr. ICLic.). In 2010, he began his doctoral studies at the John Paul II 
Catholic University in Lublin, Poland. Upon completion of the PhD pro-
gramme, he was awarded an academic degree of Doctor of Canon Law 
(abbr. ICDr.). From 2003 to 2006, he worked as a lecturer at the Fac-
ulty of Greek Catholic Theology in Prešov. From 2003 to 2007, he also 
served as a judge at the Diocesan Court in Prešov. In the years 2007—
2008, he held an office of a judicial vicar at the Ecclesiastical Court of 
the Prešov Eparchy, and in 2008—2019 he served as a judicial vicar at the 
Metropolitan Tribunal of the Prešov Metropolia. Currently, he is a judge 
at the ecclesiastical court. Since 1 October 2019, Dr. Popovič works as 
a lecturer at the Department of Systematic Theology at the Faculty of 
Greek Catholic Theology of Prešov University in Prešov. He specialises 
in canon law, confessional law, and Roman law. He currently works 
at the Department of Social Sciences and Humanities as a university 
associate professor.

Stanislav Přibyl, Associate Professor JUDr., PhD, ThD, JCD, is a priest 
from the Catholic Archdiocese of Prague. He studied at the School of Law 
of Charles University in Prague and the School of Canon Law of the Insti-
tutum Utriusque Iuris of the Pontifical Lateran University in Rome. He 
received the degree of Associate Professor following a successful defence 
of his dissertation, Tschechisches Staatskirchenrecht nach 1989 (Czech Reli-
gion Law after 1989), from the School of Law of University in Trnava 
(Slovakia). He is a judge and a promoter of justice of the Metropolitan 
Tribunal in Prague, teaches church law and secular law at the School of 
Theology of the University of South Bohemia in České Budějovice, and is 
a scientific co-worker at the Institute for Legal Aspects of Religious Free-
dom of the University in Trnava, as well as serves as a spiritual admin-
istrator at the St. Mary of the Assumption and Charlemagne Church in 
Karlov (Prague).

Przemysław Sawa, PhD, Roman Catholic presbyter, Doctor of Dog-
matic Theology, associate professor in the Department of Dogmatic 
Theology and Spirituality of the Faculty of Theology, University of Silesia 
in Katowice. His interests include ecclesiology, spiritualty, evangelical the-
ology, theology of Church’s renewal (evangelical Catholicism) and the 
theology of Pope Francis. Member of the Society of Dogmatic Theolo-
gians, of the Polish Association of Pastoralists, and of Polish Theological 
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Society. He is actively involved in the work of the Polish Christian Forum. 
Pope Francis has appointed him a missionary of mercy.

Jacek Andrzej Szczot, JSD, PhD in legal sciences, Polish lawyer, pol-
itician (experience in the Ministry of Regional Development and Con-
struction and the Sejm of the Republic of Poland), local government 
councillor (previously councillor of the City of Lublin and the Local Gov-
ernment Assembly in the Lubelskie Voivodeship), academic teacher. He 
specialises in labour law and administrative law. He is employed at the 
Higher School of Management Personnel. For several years, he has been 
involved in a wide range of social and professional activities in Ukraine, 
co-founding, inter alia, non-governmental organisations.


