
Political Preferences

4/2013

Editors:

Agnieszka Turska-Kawa

Waldemar Wojtasik

Katowice 2013



5

Introduction ....................................................................................................... 7

(University of Ljubljana, Slovenia)

(Dis)trust into the rule of law in Slovenia ......................................................... 9

Waldemar Wojtasik (University of Silesia, Poland)

Functions of elections in democratic system .................................................. 25

(University of Silesia, Poland)

Model of election of the head of state of the Third Polish Republic � 

balancing between institutional coherence and political pragmatism  ............ 39

Sebastian Kubas (University of Silesia, Poland)

Evolution of Preferences at Hungarian Electorate towards 

Bidimensional �Left � Right� Structure (1990 to 2013) ................................. 53

Karolina Ticha (University of Matej Bel, Slovakia)

Comparison of the cleavages development in the Czech Republic 

and Poland after 1989 ..................................................................................... 77

Danuta Plecka (Karnowska) (Nicolaus Copernicus University, Poland)

Individualism and civic participation � an essay on a certain way 

of thinking about citizenship ........................................................................... 89

Irena Pilch (University of Silesia, Poland)

Lidia Baran (University od Silesia, Poland)

Personal values, perceptions of unfairness in social exchange 

and happiness among young voters and non-voters in Poland ....................... 99

Agnieszka Turska-Kawa (University of Silesia, Poland)

Reactive political leadership ......................................................................... 115

(Warsaw School of Social Sciences and Humanities, Poland)

Robert Wiszniowski (University of Wroclaw, Poland)

...................... 133

CONTENTS

All texts are licensed under the Creative Commons BY 3.0 (CC BY 3.0)

prof. dr hab. Roman Bäcker (Nicolaus Copernicus University, Poland), prof. dr hab. Tadeusz 

Godlewski (Kazimierz Wielki University, Poland), prof. dr hab. Iwona Jakubowska-Branicka 

(University of Warsaw, Poland), prof. dr hab. Slavomir Magál (University of St. Cyril and 

Methodius, Slovakia), prof. dr hab. Jozef Matú� (University of St. Cyril and Methodius, Slovakia), 

prof. dr hab. Dusan Pavlu (Higher School of Hospitality Management, Czech Republic) prof. dr 

hab. Libor Pavera (Higher School of Hospitality Management, Czech Republic), prof. dr hab. 

Dana Petranová (University of St. Cyril and Methodius, Slovakia), prof. dr hab. Olga Prokopenko 

Poland), prof. dr hab. Jerzy Sielski (University of Szczecin, Poland), dr Marcjanna Augustyn 

(University of Hull, England) 

Editorial Board: 

dr Agnieszka Turska-Kawa (chief editor) 

dr hab. Robert Alberski (theme editor: systems and voting behavior) 

dr Zbigniew Widera (theme editor: political marketing) 

dr Waldemar Wojtasik (theme editor: party systems) 

Reviewers: 

prof. dr hab. Norbert Vrabec (University of St. Cyril and Methodius in Trnava, Slovakia), prof. dr 

hab. Krzysztof Gajdka (University of Economics in Katowice, Poland), prof. dr hab. Tadeusz

(University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland), prof. dr hab. Jacek Wojnicki (University of Warsaw,

Original version of journal: paper. 

© Centre for Innovation, Technology Transfer and Development Foundation of the University of 

Silesia Katowice 2013

Patronage for the project is exercised by Polish Political Science Association and the Society for 

Academic Initiatives.

Journal is published by the Institute of Political Science and Journalism at the University of 

Silesia and the Center for Innovation, Technology Transfer and Development Foundation of the 

University of Silesia.

ISSN: 2083-327X 

ISBN: 978-83-62314-76-8 

Desktop Publishing, prepress and printing: 

REMAR, www.remar-sosnowiec.pl, e-mail: wydawnictwo@remar-sosnowiec.pl



76

We give readers the fourth volume of �Political Preferences�, an in-

terdisciplinary journal devoted to the study of voting behavior issues, espe-

Institute of Political Science and Journalism at the University of Silesia and 

the Center for Innovation, Technology Transfer and Development Foundation 

of the University of Silesia. Patronage of the project holds Polish Political 

Science Association and the Society for Academic Initiatives. The research 

community centered around �Political Preferences� was initiated by the Section 

at the Polish Electoral Studies Political Science Association and is actively in-

volved in international research projects devoted to electoral behavior.

Journal in his intention promote empirical research in the plane of elec-

toral behavior. Multidimensional and interdisciplinary research in political cir-

cumstances of individuals and their motivation to participate actively in politi-

cal life is important for the development of civil society, one of the important 

dimensions of the electoral participation. Magazine publishers are particularly 

keen on cooperation with researchers of different disciplines who take an empi-

rical analysis of the problem of political preferences: political science, psycho-

logy, sociology, linguistics, philosophy, and others. The degree of involvement 

of citizens and ultimately the decisions made in the electoral process is subject 

-

sis of the correlation existing between them.

This issue of �Political Preferences,� in contrast to the previous, is a re-

port of empirical research, but devoted to the diversity of issues, the common 

denominator is the study of reality social, political and economic, affecting 

voting behavior. This is another step in the development of writing, involving 

not only the extension of the existing formula, but also its internationaliza-

tion. The international dimension �Political Preferences� has been achieved 

not only by initiating the release number in the English language, but also 

by expanding the group of authors and reviewers who write about the people 
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range can affect men and women, although the differences appear at the level 

of self-creation of image, choice of strategy and the style of ruling after win-

ning an election. These arguments relating to the psychological and marketing 

motives of political activity and involvement, only show certain trends, as the 

effectiveness of measures taken in politics by both men and women can be ve-
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Abstract: 

Witold Zygmunt Kulerski was one of the closest associates of the Prime 

of the Vice-President of the National Council of the Republic of Poland, Deputy 

Prime Minister and Prime Minister of the Polish government in exile. 

This issue has been leading in international affairs, it is no wonder that Congress 

-

ring its period of organizational and ideological took the view that the main 

�(...) the objective must be to secure Polish and Slavic world securing the ag-

gressive spirit of the German�.

the Polish government to sign agreements and treaties of trade and economic 

with other countries than the Soviet Union. The committee members in their 

speeches stressed that in many areas of trade and international agreements are 

being overtaken by other countries and are overlooked in transactions due to 
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Witold Zygmunt Kulerski�s publication of the Polish People�s 

Party Congress in 1946

Witold Zygmunt Kulerski live from 1911-1997. His parents are mother 

-

oples magazine, claming for the emancipation of the peasantry and the petty 

bourgeoisie, which plays a major role in the struggle for the preservation of 

Polish culture and Catholicism.

Witold Zygmunt Kulerski was one of the closest associates of the 

of the Republic of Poland, Deputy Prime Minister and Prime Minister of the 

Polish government in exile. Even after the war was one of the closest associa-

convicted in 1951, sentenced to 12 years imprisonment. This was the highest 

penalty of Polish Peoples Party litigants.

After World War II he returned to London at the turn of 1945/1946. 

the PSL, when he returned to Polish before the Party Congress, which took pla-

ce in Warsaw on January 19-21, 1946. During the meeting the highest commit-

tee, Witold Kulerski, he had experience in the General Council of the Peoples 

Party and the composition of the National Council in exile dealt with impor-

tant issues, because related to foreign policy. He spoke at the Congress as cha-

irman of the Foreign Affairs Committee. His Commission (Kulerski said that 

put forward a number detailed demands, and the third- internal for the party, 

has entered into certain suggestions or requests to the authorities primates PSL.

United Nations, which is in London for the second time deliberated on further 

foundations, enabling �(...) full, democratic cooperation of all peace-loving na-

tions to peace and security of the nation was possible in the nearest future� 

Kongres

London with greeting and saying that the PSL is always to work together to 

ensure peace and security in the world, attaches �(...) deeply committed to the 

Kongres -

ech, Congress PSL passed a resolution. Congress said it that one of the main 

aspirations of the Polish people in consolidating peace. Congress expressed 

-

Kongres: 171-172;

and deepen cooperation between the Polish nation and the nation of the Soviet 

Union. Also in this case the PSL Congress passed a resolution, which opt for 

the Polish-Soviet alliance.

The rest of the speech Kulerski insisted that Congress �(...) at the same 

time draws attention to the issue of the closest, most sincere and immedi-

ate economic, social and political cooperation with other countries, above all 

France, Great Britain and the United States (�), has had shared experiences 

in the past and for which we must strive to deepen and broaden our coopera-

Kongres

Kongres

In the next part, the Commission, referring to the tradition of the PSL, 

asked the with warm words of the Slav nations, in order to �(�) lead to the 

-

Kongres

Kongres: 172; 

�Gazeta Ludowa

With reference to previous congresses and meeting of the peoples move-

ment, foreign committee drew with the words, �(...) to express the deep, sin-

-

understandings that have hurt us, and - on the other hand - despite all the things 

that us supposed to share, the Czech Republic, Slovak and Polish nations � we 

become one of the links in this all-Slavic agreement, which has always been, 

is and will be continue to our endeavor, (�) One of the best opportunities 

for securing peace in our part of Europe, , and which can contribute in a very 

prominent to secure peace in the whole of Europe, and eventually the whole 

Kongres

Kongres: 172-173,  �Gazeta Ludowa

This issue has been leading in international affairs, it is no wonder that Congress 

-

ing its period of organizational and ideological took the view that the main �(...) 

the objective must be to secure Polish and Slavic world securing the aggressive 
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Kongres -

-

er be able to trust. Similarly, however, a negative attitude towards Germany is not 

enough and you need to determine what the Germans have done. The Commission 

found that the economic, political and military Germans must disarm. This state-

Kongres

concluded that the then existing solution to the question of the eastern German 

unsatisfactory. It is necessary that the actual disarmament of Germany, � (...) the 

deprivation of any base, also in the west, towards which we strive to ensure that 

Kongres

Germany have raised their standard of living at the expense of their neighbors 

through economic exploitation and economic penetration of these countries. 

Therefore advocates the fact that �(...) Germany should be destroyed and driv-

to create a economic balance in Europe abolish inequalities that existed before 

Kongres

the German people. He also spoke on the Serbs and Sorbs, our Slavic brothers, 

�(�) who for centuries resisted effectively when it comes to the national spirit� 

Kongres -

-

Kongres: 173, �Gazeta Ludowa�

Both in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and in embassies and consul-

on the current foreign policy of the Polish state was assessed as unsatisfactory 

Kongres

Kongres: 174, �Gazeta Ludowa

need to counter rumors about the economic and trade relations between the 

Polish and Soviet Union. . The Commission appealed to the Ministry for 

Foreign Affairs and the Ministry for Information and Propaganda to provide 

the public with reliable and regular reports on trade contracts and economic 

agreements done with the USSR, adding that both ministries should conduct 

a campaign to demonstrate mutual advantages originating from such contracts 

Kongres

-

ommended here, the concept of appropriate measures and efforts by the Polish 

Kongres Kongres: 174; 

the Polish government to sign agreements and treaties of trade and economic 

with other countries than the Soviet Union. The committee members in their 

speeches stressed that in many areas of trade and international agreements are 

being overtaken by other countries and are overlooked in transactions due to 

Kongres

case also adopted a resolution proposed by Kulerski. Kongres: 174; 

Ludowa� 

of the party, which would deal with matters connected to foreign policy. Its ob-

jective should be to elaborate reports on issues lying in the interest of the Party. 

Kongres

During the Congress, Witold Zygmunt Kulerski was elected a member 
1, which 

2

Zygmunt Kulerski was elected the secretary of the Executive Committee of the 

In addition to the activities of the party Kulerski was a member of the 

Board Peoples Cooperative Publishing3

 4, where he was in charge of the technical division and, in 

Poland), performed duties of the President of the Board. In July 1947, Kulerski 

talked to the secretary of  �Gazeta Ludowa� and complained of a lack of founds. 

�He said that employees of the cooperative arrange it still strikes due to non-pay-

ment of the sums due for work. Kulerski also said that due to lack of funds will 

be reduced volume �Gazeta Ludowa� to 4 pages. He worried that can not write 

a lot of articles about the Warsaw and Uprising, whose anniversary is coming� 

�Gazeta Ludowa� dropped to 40,000 copies, which Kulerski explained as the re-

sult of �(...) intentionally distribution disorganization, by the Krzeczkowski and 

1 

which obviously was a mistake, because it was about Witold Sigmund, the son of Victor.
2 Slightly below on thel ist, at number 59, Fryderyk Leyk (spelt Lejk) from Szczytno appeared 

(Fryderyk Leyk left the PSL on 19 November 1946).
3 

ibidem

4 The question of establishing a publishing cooperative was already discussed on 3 April 

1946 during a meeting of the Council of the PSL.
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On 26-27 May 1946 Kulerski attended a meeting of the Supreme 

Council of the PSL, which was to decide on the position of the PSL in the ref-

the referendum had to answer three questions: 1) Are you in favor of abolishing 

system introduced by the agrarian reform and nationalization of the principal 

branches of the national economy while protecting the statutory rights of pri-

did not support the position of S. Mikolajczyk, who opted to vote �1 x no� and 

�2 x yes�, along with a few others people thought that a referendum should call 

for a vote �2 x no� and �1 x so �. As noted by Romuald Turkowski, Kulerski 

in support of the position described himself as a supporter of realism. In his 

opinion, the PSL joining the Government of National Unity has shown good 

will, << but partner revealed a tendency to break and destroy �all contracts 

and obligations�, which led the country to economic ruin, deepened point>> 

that the party can not be inducements, because if it will not, it may lose, but 

when it will, it has to lose. Kulerski believed that society does not accept the 

Democratic Bloc, unless the PSL won the majority. Voting �3 x yes� in his view 

and therefore proposed a vote of �no�, for the same reason the second question 

should be answered with a no, but the only possible answer to the last question 

In June 1946, Witold Kulerski participated in the training of the PSL in 

 5.

As a representative of the PSL, Kulerski was a candidate from the 

-

ments titled -

tus. Kulerski was a member of the Constitutional Parliament in 1947-1848, 

: 41; : 82; 

Komunikaty

their mandate in rigged elections in 1947. 

5 Swacha gave wrong name - instead of Witold wrote Victor Kulerski.

A visit to Copenhagen and a mission in London 

spent about three weeks in Copenhagen at the FAO Conference. Kulerski was 

a secretary and translator of the Polish delegation, and after the conference, at 

the end of September 1946 he moved to London in order to settle their personal 

In March 1948, Maria Hulewiczowa was interviewed and said that she was not 

However, during the hearing of October 2, 1948 Hulewiczowa tes-

for the election campaign of the PSL in Poland. According to Mrs. Hulewiczowa, 

Copenhagen the FAO Conference as a secretary and translator of the Polish del-

Kulerski, who was leaving for London (where he stayed for four weeks), to con-

tact General Tatar and ask him to sent the dollars he had left there to Poland in 

wanted to keep this matter secret from the Polish government. Kulerski was sup-

posed to go to the British Ministry for Foreign Affairs and contact the head of 

the Section for Poland, Mr. Robert Hankey, who would be an intermediary in the 

transfer of money via diplomatic post. In addition, the head of the PSL instructed 

informed Tatar that his name was mentioned in one of the processes in Poland 

and that he had this in mind when considering a possible return to the Polish. In 

addition, the head of the PSL instructed his secretary to intervene in the British 

-

-

tioned in one of the processes in Poland and that he had this in mind when consid-

ering a possible return to the Polish. Kulerski also had to describe the situation in 

Poland from the point of view of the leader of the PSL. In Copenhagen, after the 

departure of the Polish delegation to the country by sea Kulerski went to London, 
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Witold contacted Stephanie Lieberman, widow of Herman Lieberman - leader of 

the Polish Socialist Party, who then worked at the Polish embassy. They arranged 

to meeting. During the meeting (which took place in her apartment), came Tatar 

general. With the envoy discussed the matter sent to the Polish money necessary 

for the PSL campaign. Tatar said that it will provide no more than 400-500 dol-

lars. Kulerski asked him to give the money to Ms. Lieberman, who would see to 

its transfer to Poland. Tabor said that as part of the funding is in Belgium, France 
6, Kulerski has to help him with the download of the 

British Isles. He asked Kulerski to obtain a guarantee from the British authorities 

-

er Kulerski went to the Hankey- head of the Department for Polish affairs in the 

transfer of England to Polish dollars per share for the election PSL. Hankey agreed 

even from General Tatar. Kulerski agreed that the person mediating between Tatar 

and Hankey will be Mrs. Lieberman. Kulerski also settled down the question of 

-

ple. Also in this matter Mrs. Liebermann was to be an intermediary. General Tatar 

prepared a list of the names of those people and Kulerski submitted it at the meet-

ing with Hankey. For several days before Kulerski returning to the country, Tatar 

provided him with 40 $ 000 packaged with four cans. Kulerski packed it in the pa-

through the diplomatic channel to the British Embassy in Poland. The Messenger 

7. Later, during his interrogation, Kulerski explained that the 

money had been collected from the British Embassy by Siudak, who then handed 

know whether Mikolajczyk received a further consignment of Tatar. When asked 

about the source of the funds, Kulerski said that during his visit to the USA in 

Germany, and some came from the Polish American community. This sum, accord-

ing to the General Tatar was $ 500,000 invested in England and on the Continent 

6 

Sweden.
7 Tatar himself and his people claimed that Kulerski had done nothing to help them stay in 

England. 

as a translator. 

In the period before the elections, the leader of the PSL gave interviews 

every other day, or even every day. The Secretary General of the PSL provided 

After the departure of the government (1 February 1947) Mikolajczyk 

met with U.S. Ambassador Bliss Lane and Deputy USA Ambassador Gerald 

Keith. In the spring of 1947 in the 

attended by members of the editorial board of �Gazeta Ludowa� including 

and Witold Kulerski (as a translator) as well as representatives of the authori-

Kulerski was present at the conference for 

and French.

evaluate the development of political relations in Poland and the situation of the 

-

ued to acquire more power by gaining control over other parties. The process of 

nationalization of industry was almost completed but it went a bit too far, that 

is it covered too many branches of industry and often even small workshops 

were nationalized. According to the president of the PSL, agricultural produc-

tion was improving, although the improvement was  slow due to the shortage 

of livestock, fertilizers or facilities, but there are predictions according to which 

claimed that it was carried out too hastily, as a result of which many new farms 

lacked facilities or machines. Mikolajczyk complained also for the situation of 

PSL. Reported that many activists are arrested, often in cooperation with un-

fair charges of illegal organizations. The PSL was often refused permission to 

-

ated to the communist parties. The president of the PSL also complained about 
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of the party. Representatives of the PSL can only speak from the rostrum of 

-

ing the meeting with Stalin he had an impression that the leader of the USSR 

was a great politician, who had a realistic view of the situation and had no in-

tention to start another war. The talks focused on the issue of Polish-German 

border. Here Mikolajczyk said that �(...) all the Poles that line support and that 

is very concerned shall take all the negative statements Anglo-Saxons (�)� 

communicate with the political parties of the communist bloc, and of the strug-

American ambassador Bliss Lane. His participation in the meeting was limited 

-

nesses. Other contacts with foreigners Kulerski not maintained, except for talks 

with UNRRA in Poland, where he wanted to apply for a position but as there 

conference, during which he was a translator.

Zygmunt Witold Kulerski was one of the closest associates of Stanislaw 

-

-

le. Zygmunt Witold Kulerski was one of the closest associates of Stanislaw 

Peasant Party, Deputy Prime Minister and Prime Minister of the Polish go-

He was not only useful to him as his personal secretary and translator, but also 

during the war years (since 1942) as a member of the National Council of the 

Republic of Poland. After the war he returned to London and became involved 

in political activities PSL. He attend as a translator for their leader. Failed at-

tempt to get their mandate in fraudulent elections in 1947. After escaping from 

-

years of imprisonment. This article describes his public life until was arrested 

although the description is based on documents produced during the inquiry.
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-

termined by the shape of their image in the media, both traditional and electro-

nic how. Understanding the mechanisms that underlie the selection effect on 

voter is of particular importance, especially when the media use the message 

not without manipulation.

In any system, since the emergence of mass communication, media and 

public opinion mutually determine its shape. As a result - in any social and po-

litical system there is an inseparable link between the mass media and the pu-

blic (political). Communication between these planes gives us the opportunity 

to exchange ideas, interact, follow people in the same direction. Thanks to mass 

and we can express ourselves.

�Nowe media a opinia publiczna� Carefully designed, with well prepared the-

oretical framework indicates ambivalence of the communication process from 

its great value for the customer as well as the dangers involving programming 

communication and lack of understanding of its contents. Author comes from 

the description of new technologies and communication strategies, points to the 

issue of public opinion as a product of new technology. This approach inclu-

des different products types in the recognition of the political market mechani-

sms remain in close connection with the selling methods of economic markets. 

Highlight the growing impact of electronic technologies that increasingly affect 

the absorption of information and reaching with this behavior.


