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THE AXIOLOGICAL POTENTIAL OF ASTROLOGICAL TERMINOLOGY

Axiological aspects may be a prism shedding more light on the phenomena associated not only with semantics but also
with pragmatics and linguistic-cultural factors. Such lexical units as horoscope and astrology have similar dynamics in
terms of increasing or falling in popularity. In addition, at the present time, including the period between the late 20th and
early 21st century, there is a predominance of negative emotions related to these concepts. This fact can be considered as
evidence of an ironic attitude to the lexical units (LU) horoscope and astrology, as well as to this lexical and semantic group
in general. The author used the data from the National Corpus of the Russian Language extracted by means of a continuous
sampling technique, to study the estimated potential of the lexical units astrology and horoscope. The research method-
ology is based on a comparative analysis of data provided by the Language corpora.
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INTRODUCTION

Astrological terminology as an object of study is ambiguous and mul-
tifaceted. So, Saodat R. Sultanova notes that “astrology, which has
thousands of years of history, is an ambiguous epistemological space
in which there is room for various interpretations of the content of
its ideas.” Based on this, it can be argued that the axiological com-
ponent of the meanings of astrological terms is also distinguished by
a high degree of complexity. As Valentina Avramova points out, “the
evaluative interpretation of ontological categories undoubtedly as-
signs the status of a universal category to evaluation, penetrating all
spheres of human existence.” Even at the level of everyday ideas, the

! CynraHoBa, Caoznat. CeManmuxo-amumoao2uieckull aHaau3 mepmMuHo8 300uaxa
(na mamepuane axeauiicko2o u pycckoz2o a3vikos). Kanaunarckas auccepranus.
Hyuran6e, 2014, p. 4.

2 ABpamoBa, Baseruna. “Konnenrtocdepa OIeHOYHOCTH B HAIJMOHAJIBHOH A3BIKO-
BOH kapTuHe Mupa.” IIpobaembl KOZHUMUBHO20 U GYHKYUOHAALHO20 ONUCAHUSA
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object of evaluation are the qualities, actions and states of people, the
characteristics of objects or situations. Evaluation “turns,” the world
to a person and consists in limiting its use to the already mastered
part of the Universe and the part being mastered now. It concerns
the fruits of human hands and thoughts, programs of life, and the
transformation of the world. The inseparable property of evaluation
is the person himself in his or her static and dynamic aspects. Ev-
erything that lies outside this circle is not subject to evaluation. An
evaluative statement seeks to influence the addressee and through
him the course of practical life. Evaluation belongs to the realm of
responses, as well as to the realm of incentives. It is as elusive as it is
omnipresent.3

Modern linguistics considers evaluativeness as a property of
alinguistic/speech unit associated with the establishment of a val-
ued relationship (evaluation) of the subject of speech to an object
in a broad sense (material or spiritual phenomenon). That is why
modern linguistic literature presents various definitions of evalua-
tion from the standpoint of logic, theory of knowledge, and linguis-
tics itself. These are: 1) “the judgment of the speaker, his attitude
— approval or disapproval, desire, encouragement, etc. — as one of
the main parts of stylistic connotation;” 2) “an act of human con-
sciousness, which consists in comparing objects, comparing their
properties, determining the role in the life of the subject, and its
results, fixed in the mind and language in the form of positive, neg-
ative or neutral attitude;” 3) “transmission of the subjective plan of
speech;”¢ 4) “the attitude of the speaker, his approval or disapprov-
al as a component of the lexical meaning of the word, the meaning
of the statement, the content of the text;”” 5) “a set of multi-level
linguistic units united by evaluative semantics and expressing the

pycckozo u 6oa2apckozo a3vikos. Beimyck 2. Mures, 1., and Hukososa, A. Eds.
Olymen: Yuusepcurer. uzf-so “En. K. IIpeciaBcku” 2003, p. 12.

3 B. Tenust, KonHomamueHblil acnekm cemMaHmuxku HOMUHamueHblx eduruu, Moc-
kBa: Hayka, 1986, p. 7.

4 OueHouHas xamezopus. Cmuaucmuyeckuil sHYuKA0nedudecKull c108apb pyc-
cKo20 a3vika. Bazhenova, E name??? at all. Eds. Mocksa: ®nuHTa, 2003, p. 305.

5 WBuH, Anekcannp. OcHogaHua no2uku oyeHok. MockBa, 131-Bo MOCKOBCKOTO
VH-Ta, 1970, p. 223.

¢ MaTtBeeBa, Tamapa. YuebHblil cro8aps. Pycckuil s3vix. Kyavmypa peuu. Cmuauc-
muxa. Pumopuxa. Mocksa: ®nuara—Hayka, 2003, p. 312.

7 Kiymnza, HaTtanpa. “S3pIKOBble MeXaHU3MBI (GOPMHUpPOBaHUSA onleHKH B CMI.”
ITybauyucmuxa u uHdopmayus 8 cospemeHHoMm obwecmse: cb. Hayy. mp. Moc-
kBa: Uzx. MI'Y, 2000, p. 214.
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author’s positive or negative content of speech;”® 6) “positive or
negative characterization of an object or phenomenon given to it on
the basis of its specific features.”.

Within the framework of the linguistic approach, Aryutunova°
singled out axiological general appraisal values associated with the
characteristics of the object as whole and private appraisal values
which give an assessment of a single property of the object. .

The concepts of “estimation” and “modality” are quite often com-
bined in modern linguistics. Thus, Veronica N. Teliya notes that

the evaluative attitude is usually considered as one of the types of modality that
accompanies linguistic expressions. Evaluative modality is a connection estab-
lished between the value orientation of the speaker/listener and the designated
reality (more precisely, some property or aspect of considering this reality), eval-
uated positively or negatively on any basis (emotional, ethical, utilitarian, etc.) in
accordance with the “standard” of the existence of things or the state of affairs in
some pictures of the world, which underlies the norms of evaluation.

In this study, such concepts as appraisal, emotivity, evaluation scale,
and positive/negative evaluation are applied and one adheres to the
idea put forward by Teliya: “Evaluative and emotive connotations can
be the result of correlation with cultural attitudes (rules of behavior),
stereotypes, background knowledge.”? Hence, evaluation can be con-
sidered as a universal category, and its universal character manifests
primarily in the structure of linguistic evaluation: a person forms an
evaluation attitude to certain objects of reality in accordance with
a certain scale of values, which is not explicated in the language but
serves intrinsic procedure of assessment of the basis of the language.
The rating scale, in turn, is a rather complex phenomenon. For ex-
ample, it can be individual or reflect the evaluation ideas typical of
a whole language community.

8 Kazapuesa, Osbra. Kyasmypa peuesozo obujeHus: meopus u npakmuxa obyue-
Hus. YuebHoe nocobue. Mocksa: ®aunta—Hayka, 1998, p. 139.

 KiymnHa. “SI3pIk0OBBIE MeXaHHU3MbI (pOpMUpOBaHusA oneHku B CMU”..., p. 127.

1o ApytioHoBa, Huna. Tunwt a23vixosvix 3HaveHuil: Oyenxa. Cobbimue. @axm. Mock-
Ba: Hayka, 19809, p. 112.

1 Tenus. KOHHOTATUBHBIH acleKkT ceMaHTUKY HOMUHATHUBHBIX €JUHUIL..., P. 23.

12 Teyus, Beponuka. “O pasziIndyuy paliOHAIBHON U SMOTHUBHOMH/3MOIIMOHAIBHOH
oneHky,” QYHKYUOHAAbHAR cemaHmuka: OyeHKa, aKCNpeccusHOCMb, MOOANb-
Hocmy. In memoriam E. M. Boavg. Mocksa: HctuTyT si3piko3Hanus PAH, 1996,
p- 58.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

The formulation of the problem described above shows that the pur-
pose of this study is to consider the estimated potential of the lexical
units astrology and horoscope. This purpose involves solving the fol-
lowing objectives: (1) to analyze text fragments containing the above
lexical units; (2) to identify their correlation with the positive/nega-
tive/neutral parts of the rating scale.

To achieve this purpose, one studied the data from the Nation-
al Corpus of the Russian Language; text fragments were extracted
from the corpus using continuous sampling. Thus, it was possible to
objectify the study and to use elements of a statistical analysis based
on the acquired quantitative data. The following research questions
were posed related to the characteristics of the approach to the mate-
rial under consideration:

1) What assessment (positive, negative, neutral) is predominant in
the number of word usages of LU horoscope and astrology?

2) What are the trends in the frequency of word usage, recorded
by the National Corpus of the Russian Language, in relation to the LU
horoscope and astrology?

RESULTS

As Teliya notes, there are different points of view on the ratio of ra-
tional and emotional assessments. Therefore, motivism “integrates
all the psychological states of the subject, which are possible when
they are expressed in a statement/text, and postulates the position
that the emotional side in speech is primary, and the rational side is
secondary.” On the contrary, Nina D. Arutyunova, Esrena M. Wolf,
A. N. Baranov, and others argue that there is a priority of rational
assessment over emotional assessment: the latter is considered ei-
ther as a type of psychological assessment, or, in general, as one of
the signs of rational assessment capable of actualization in speech.
According to the third opinion, these two types of assessments in
language mapping clearly correlate with different aspects of the
semantics of words: rational assessment refers to the descriptive
aspect of meaning, and emotive assessment is associated with the

3 Tbid., p. 87.
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“internal form” included in the linguistic entity (word, phraseolog-
ical unit, text).”4

The variety of approaches to the linguistic interpretation of the
category of evaluation, and, consequently, the concept of evaluation
demonstrate the complexity of the phenomenon under consideration.
Nevertheless, “the position that emotive vocabulary includes an eval-
uative component in its meaning and that the evaluative structure
of different classes of emotive vocabulary is not the same™ is more
or less accepted. Thus, the concepts of appraisal and emotionality
(emotivity) are hardly identical but still closely related. Rational as-
sessment is based on a logical principle associated with an intellec-
tualized analysis, which is performed by the subject of assessment
in relation to the assessed object from the standpoint of “good/bad”
and considering the norms developed by society in its historical de-
velopment. In other words, “a rational assessment is based on social
stereotypes and is expressed by a value judgment: I think it’s good;
According to the general opinion, he acted badly, etc.”*® Emotional
evaluation (in more recent studies, one can find the term “emotive”,
designed to distinguish between emotions and their “names” in lan-
guage and evaluation of the type that opposes the rational) “mani-
fests itself not as a logical judgment, but as a sensation, feeling, emo-
tion of the speaker.””

The theoretical background described above is fully applicable to
the concepts of astrology put under scrutiny,in this study. The LU
horoscope can be endowed with both positive and negative evalua-
tion and express an ambivalent attitude towards the concepts includ-
ed in this sphere. At the same time, LU can be used as a statement of
fact, confirmation of the existence of a phenomenon; in this case, it
corresponds to zero on the evaluation scale. The National Corpus of
the Russian Language records 161 usages of the word. According to
my observations, the positive assessment was noted in 27 cases, the
negative one — in 89, and the rest of the usages were neutral. In gen-
eral, it shows that is very typical to express irony using this particular
concept:

4 Bonb(d, Enena. @yuxyuoHarvHas cemanmuxa oyeHku. Mocksa: Hayka, 1985,
p. 32.

5 Mup3oesa, Jlets. “KareropuasibHble 0COOEHHOCTH OIEHKH U HX IIPEJCTaBIEHNE
B COBpPEMEHHOU JHHTBHCTHKe,” Becmuuk KapazanduMckozo yHueepcumema,
2012. no. 2, p. 10.

16 KiymnHa. “SI3pIkoBBIe MeXaHU3MbI popMUpoBaHus oreHku B CMU”..., p. 140.

7 VIBuH, Anekcauip. OCHOBAHUS N02UKU OUYEHOK..., P. 45.
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Aot MetadopuUeCcKUll 06pa3 cxeMaTHUeH B CIEKTAKIIE, KAK aCTPOJIOTHUECKHUH
ropockori [“CnacutenpHast acradera Urpbl.” IKPaH U cyeHa, 2004.05.06].
This metaphorical image is schematic in the performance, like an astrological
horoscope [“Rescue relay race of the game.” Screen and Stage, 2004.05.06].

A 371€Ch U ceffyac He MPOHECJI0 — 3HAYUT, TAKOU IOJIy4UICs TOPOocKo [I1as-
JioB, Oster. “KaparaniuHCKUe JIEBATUHBI, Wid IloBecTh mocmeaHux aHei.” Ok-
msabpy, 2001].

But here and now it didn’t pass — it means that the horoscope turned out like
that [Pavlov, Oleg. “Karaganda deviatiny, or the Tale of the last days.” October”,
2001].

TospKO 3TOT IEPeBOPOT U IIPeACTABIIALT [JIs HAC HUHTepeC B TaHHOM ciaydae. Ka-
KO TOPOCKOII MOKHO IIOCTaBUTh eMy? B MHTeJsIMreHIMHM Havyayuoch yKe TJIy-
60KO€ OpOIKEHNE, 3aPOIUINCH HOBBIE H/IEN, & CTApPbIe H/EHHbIE OCHOBBI TOKOJIE-
6steHb! 1 ckomipometupoBansl [Crpyse, [laBen. HHmeaauzenyus u pegoaroyus
(1909)].

Only this revolution is of interest to us in this case. What horoscope can be
given to him? Deep fermentation has already begun in the intelligentsia, new
ideas have been born, and the old ideological foundations have been shaken and
compromised [Struve, Pavel. Intelligentsia and Revolution (1909).

ITogkonozHAaA cocTapiiAa TOPOCKOII ee HAPA/IOB U HACTPOEHUH: CePBIH JKeM-
Ilep — CHUCXO/IUTEeIbHAs, KpacHas OJIy3ka — HEpBHAs, YePHBIN KaKeT — Tpebo-
BaTeJIbHAsA, TOJIBKO JIepKuch [3enenuna, lanuna. “Kypunas Ciemnora u ee o6u-
TarensHuIbl.” Boaza, 2014).

Podkolodnaya made a horoscope of her outfits and moods: a gray jumper —
indulgent, a red blouse — nervous, a black jacket — demanding, just hold on
[Zelenina, Galina. “Night Blindness and its inhabitants.” Volga, 2014].

Irony is actualized mainly through interaction with the contextual

environment; in addition, a negative assessment is associated with
another type of modality, namely, reliability/unreliability, i.e. the un-
reliable and unconfirmed is rationally comprehended ironically.

Situational discrepancy also generates irony, and, consequently,

a negative assessment of the phenomenon under consideration:
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B ToM u Apyrom ciy4dae — TIJIs/isi B TOPOCKOII MWW B3Upasi Ha ypaBHEHUE —
MBI XOTHUM BHUJIETH TO, 4TO 3TH GOpMyJIbl obemaT HaM. [Anekcanip Boakos.
Mup Hammx 3aKoHOB // “3Hanue — cwia”, 2008]; T'opockon Koka-koJibl, co3-
JIAaHHBIN OZHUM U3 OcHOBaresel 1kosbl, Cepreem JImutpueBudem be3zbopos-
HBIM, — ToTpsicaliee urenre. [Eprenus IMumukosa. IlaruataskHas Poccust
(2007) // “Pycckas XKusub”, 2008]; [Topykoi ToMy “IOMAaIIHHH TOPOCKOI” U3
skypHasia “JIuza” (kypHaibl “JIuza” u “OTHoxHU” KaskKAbIA IOl BBIIYCKAIOT 110
CIEIUAIPHOMY HapsTHOMY MPUJIOKEHUIO ¢ TOPOCKOIIAMU; XJIOTIOTYHbs JIu3a
He otapixaer): “Ecou mpu o0ycTpoiCTBe loMa BBl Oy/leTe YUUTHIBATH 3aKOHBI
aCTpOJIOTUH, BBl CO3/IAZIUTE II0-HACTOAIIEMY YIOTHOE THe3ABIIIKO”. [EBreHus
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IMumukosa. [Tsatustaxkuas Poccust (2007) // “Pycckast KuzHb”, 2008]; Actpo-
JIoTH paboTrarT Kak Jaid-koyuu (mpodeccuoHaIbHbIE COBETUMKHA) U CUUTAOT
cebs1 GoJiee yCIIeNHBIMY PAOOTHUKAMH, HEXKETU “IIPOCThIe” TICUXOJIOTH, U100 MO-
I'yT COCTABHUTD ACTPAJIbHbIE KAPTHI BCEX WIEHOB KOJUIEKTHUBA, ACTPOJIOTHUECKYIO
KapTy oduca, rOPOCKOI KOH(MIIUKTa — W OCBETHUTD IepCcreKTuBy [[Iuimukosa.
Esrenus .“Ilstustaxkuast Poccus.” Pycckas scusHbv, 2008].

In both cases — looking at the horoscope or looking at the equation — we want
to see what these formulas promise us. [Alexander Volkov. The world of our laws
// “Knowledge is power”, 2008]; The horoscope of Coca-Cola, created by one
of the founders of the school, Sergey Dmitrievich Bezborodny, is an amazing
read. [Evgenia Pishchikova. “Five-storied Russia” (2007) // Russian Life, 2008];
Guarantee this “home horoscope” from the magazine “Lisa” (the magazines
“Liza” and “Relax” are released every year with a special elegant supplement with
horoscopes; busy Lisa does not rest): “If you consider the laws of astrology
when decorating your home, you will create according to “A real cozy nest.” [Ev-
genia Pishchikova. “Five-storied Russia” (2007) // “Russian Life,” 2008]; Astrol-
ogers work as life coaches (professional advisers) and consider themselves more
successful workers than “simple” psychologists, because they can draw up astral
maps of all team members, an astrological office map, a conflict horoscope —
and illuminate the perspective [Pishchikova, Evgenia. “Five-story Russia.” Rus-
sian life, 2008].

Neutral contexts are also quite frequent; in this case, the LU horo-
scope simply states the fact of the existence of this phenomenon:

S mpocunTasa pe30HAHCHBIH TOPOCKOI Ha HUX 060uX — 6e3pe3ysIbTaTHO [3a-
BepiHeBa, Exarepuna. Boicomka (2012)]; Y3HaB, 4TO sI aCTPOJIOT, OHA MIOIPO-
CUJIa MeHSI COCTaBUTH el ropockon [Krouapesari, Biaagumup. “Taiina rpada
Ceprest Bponckoro.” Hayka u peaueus, 2010].

Kak, coGCTBEHHO, U €T0 JINYHBI TOPOCKOII, B KOTOPOM TPariMuecKuil KOHeI]
MO3KHO OBLIO MPEOTBPATUTH JIUIITh PE3KOM CMEHOH 00cTaHOBKHU [KrouapbsiHil,
Brapumup. “Taiina rpada Ceprest Bporckoro.” Hayxa u peauaus, 2010]. OH mo-
HUMaJI, U €10 TOPOCKOII IIOATBEPKAAI 3TO, YTO OCTABATHCS B BepiinHe fasplie
Henb3s [Krouapeann, Biaagumup. “Taiina rpada Cepress Bponckoro.” Hayka
u peaueus, 2010].

I calculated the resonant horoscope for both of them — to no avail [Zavershne-
va, Ekaterina. Skyscraper (2012)];

When she found out that I was an astrologer, she asked me to make her a hor-
oscope [Kucharyants, Vladimir. “The Secret of Count Sergei Vronsky.” Science
and Religion, 2010];

Like, in fact, his personal horoscope, in which the tragic end could only be
prevented by a sharp change of scenery [Kucharyants, Vladimir. “The secret of
Count Sergei Vronsky.” Science and Religion, 2010]; He understood, and his
horoscope confirmed it, that he could no longer remain in Berlin [Kuchary-
ants, Vladimir. “The Secret of Count Sergei Vronsky.” Science and Religion”,
2010].
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As mentioned above, positive evaluation can also be updated in the
process of using the LU horoscope; however, it tends to be neutral:

T'opockomn 370pOBbsl Ha aBIYCT Beperure cepie U COCy/ibl, HE paccTpanBaii-
TECh II0 IyCTAKaM, cTapaiTech (PrI0copCKr OTHOCUTHCS K CJIOMKHOCTSAM KUBHU
[“Topockor 3/10poBbsi Ha aBryct.” Hayka u peauzus, 2007]; Benb HHAUBH/Iy JTh-
HBIIl TOPOCKOII YeJI0BEKa, COCTABJIEHHBIIH [10 MECTY X BPEMEHH ero POKIEeHMUs,
MO3KET ITOBTOPUTHCS TOJIBKO Uepe3 25 THICSY JIeT [[Ipe/iioKeH e acTpoIorude-
CKOT0 MporHo3a (2004)].

Health horoscope for August Take care of your heart and blood vessels, do
not get upset over trifles, try to be philosophical about the complexities of life
[“Health horoscope for August.” Science and Religion, 2007]; After all, an indi-
vidual horoscope of a person, compiled according to the place and time of his
birth, can be repeated only after 25 thousand years [Suggestion of astrological
forecast (2004).

In many respects, the situation with the use of LU astrology is simi-
lar. In this case, the negative evaluation has a much greater intensity:

ITo MHEHHIO aBTOPA, PACI[BET MPAKOOECHsI BO BCEX €r0 IPOSIBJIEHUSX — aCTPO-
JIOTHISsL, MaTHsl, IEJIUTEIHCTBO, KOJIZIOBCTBO — PE3YJIBTAT ACTPOHOMUYECKOI 6e3-
IPaMOTHOCTH ITOA[pacTaorero nokosenus. [3. Koporkosa. “IllkospHUK U Bee-
snenHan.” Hayka u sxcusus, 2007]; Baagumup, nouemy BbI Becerza Myccupyere
MO/IeJIb ACTPOJIOTHH, BE/Ib CaMa aCTPOJIOTH S HUKAKOTO OTHOIIEH!Us HE NMeeT
K Hayke, n60 HAYKA BCE OBBACHWJIA. [koyutektusHBIH. ®opyM: O “Hayd-
HOoCTH ¥ “TOHKOMAaTepUAJIbHOCTH  acTposoruu. YTo Takoe actposorus (2007)]
1 A mayxa BCE OB bACHIJIA, 114 Heé HeT HUKAKKX TOHKUX SHEpPTHil. 3HAUHT
Actposiorus — HEHAVKA [Vladimir, my»x].

According to the author, the flowering of obscurantism in all its manifestations —
astrology, magic, healing, sorcery — is the result of the astronomical illiteracy
of the younger generation [Korotkova, Z. “Schoolboy and the Universe.” Science
and Life, 2007].

Vladimir, why do you always exaggerate the model of astrology, because as-
trology itself has nothing to do with science, because SCIENCE EXPLAINED
EVERYTHING [collective. Forum: About “scientific” and “subtle” astrology.
What is Astrology (2007)]

And science EXPLAINED EVERYTHING, for it there are no subtle energies. So,
Astrology is NOT SCIENCE [Vladimir, masculine].

In some cases, a negative assessment is also closely related to the
unreliability of the phenomenon itself:
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Actposiorusi cama fBisercs MeTadopod, IMOITOMY CO3JaBaTh OOBICHEHHE
ACTpPOJIOTHH CPOJIHU TPaKTOBKe OMOIMU [KoJUteKTHBHBIH. @opym: O “Hayu-
Hocmu” u “monkomamepuanvHocmu” acmpoao2uu. Ymo maxoe acmpoao2us
(2007)]; A He roBop KOHKpeTHO O Bac, s mpocTo UMeHHO X04y, 4TOOBI BbI
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nousutn: ACTPOJIOTUSA — sto A3BIK [kosutekTuBHBIH. Popym: O “HayuHO-
ctr” ¥ “TOHKOMaTepHaJIBHOCTH acTpoJioruu. UYTo Takoe acrposorus (2007)
[delytant, my>x]; MBI MOKEM BBIYUUTh TPAMMATHKY, & MOKEM, KOHEUHO, CO37IaTh
HOBBIH A3BIK, HO TOT/Ia 3TO Oy/eT He ACTPOJIOTHSA, a MOJIEb UCIIOJIb3YIOIast
9JIEMEHTHI ACTPOHOMUH [KosuteKTHBHBIH. ®opym: O “HaydyHOCTH U “TOHKOMA-
TepuaJbHOCTH actposoruu. Yto Takoe actposorus (2007)] [Vladimir, my:x]);
Ecsii KOHEYHO He CYUTATD JKap U X0JIO/l BMECTE C CyXOCTBIO U BJIATOM BEJTUKUMHU
TauHCTBaMU. :)) TakoBa TpasuIMOHHAs acTpoJaorusi. OObIKHOBEHHOE €J[HH-
CTBO 4€JIOBEKA U [IPUPO/IbL, 0O BEJUHEHHOE B [IUKJIAX ¥ IPUPOHBIX COCTOSTHUAX
[kosnexTuBHBINA. @opyM: O “HayYHOCTH U “TOHKOMATEPHATIHHOCTH ACTPOJIO-
ruu. Yo Takoe acrposiorus (2007)].

Astrology itself is a metaphor, so creating an explanation of Astrology is akin
to interpreting the Bible [collective. Forum: About “scientific” and “subtle” as-
trology. What is Astrology (2007)]; I'm not talking about you specifically, I just
want you to understand: ASTROLOGY is a LANGUAGE [collective. Forum:
About “scientific” and “subtle” astrology. What is astrology (2007)] [delytant,
husband]. We can learn grammar, or, of course, we can create a new language,
but then it will not be Astrology, but a model using elements of astronomy.
[collective. Forum: About “scientific” and “subtle” astrology. What is astrology
(2007)] [Vladimir, husband] :); Unless, of course, heat and cold, along with dry-
ness and moisture, are considered great mysteries. :)) This is traditional astrol-
ogy. The ordinary unity of man and nature, united in cycles and natural states
[collective. Forum: About “scientific” and “subtle” astrology. What is astrology
(2007)] Vladimir, masculine].

In general, the National Corpus of the Russian Language records 86
word usages, of which, according to our calculations, 53 have a nega-
tive evaluative flavor, 21 are neutral, 12 are positively evaluative.

Thus, it can be argued that both axiological orientations and the
process of falling popularity of lexical units reflect certain shifts of
a linguistic-cultural nature (see the example above).

DISCUSSION

When analyzing the dynamics of the use of LUs “horoscope” and
“astrology”, it seems necessary to refer to the statistical data pro-
vided by the National Corpus of the Russian Language. So, the dy-
namics of the frequency of using the word horoscope (based on the
materials of the National Corpus of the Russian Language) is shown
in Figure 1:
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‘ropocxon”, 1994
1900 1920 1940 196 550 TR

&) project template (.pptx  ~ | @) project template (..pptx A | [ Updated Diploma_.pdf  ~

Fig. 1. Dynamics of the frequency of using LU horoscope*®

As can be seen in the graph, the peaks of the popularity of LE fall on
the 1840s ,as well as in the 1990s (for example, in the 20th century,
the frequency of use reached 1.8 word usages per 1 million). There is
currently a decline; perhaps this is due to a reassessment of the con-
cept expressed by this word. It is in the 21st century, as the fragments
of texts cited above confirm, that a negative assessment of an ironic
nature prevails.

@ DU | S persc | @ Cour | L) rae | TnAE | M Inbos | @ CTAF | & X w0

o [ How D x DR Hew | D bew

#&ig=i_doc&format=htmi&spp=S50&text=le

C @ processing.ruscorpora.u/graphi
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Fig. 2. Dynamics of the frequency of using LU astrology™

¥ HayuoHaavHulil xopnyc pycckoz2o a3vika, <https://ruscorpora.ru/new/search-
main.html>.
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The graph reflects two peaks of popularity, the first of which falls on
the 18th century, the second — on the 2010s (when the frequency of
use reaches 3.1 words per 1 million). At present, there is also a decline
in popularity and the predominance of a negative assessment, which
can be considered a general trend in relation to the two analyzed con-
cepts from the field of astrology.

CONCLUSION

The axiological aspect is a reflection of phenomena that are associated
not only with semantics, but also with pragmatics and linguistic and
cultural factors. Judging from the materials presented in the work,
the LU horoscope and astrology have similar dynamics in terms of
increasing/decreasing popularity. In addition, at present, covering
the period of the late 20th — early 21st century, there is a predom-
inance of a negative assessment that accompanies these concepts,
which is also evidence of the predominance of an ironic attitude to
LU horoscope and astrology, as well as to this lexical-semantic group
in general.
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