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Abstract

Konfederacja Wolnos¢ i Niepodleglosé
(Confederacy for Freedom and Independ-
ence) is new, far-right force in Poland. Suc-
cess of the KWiN broke political monopoly
of the Prawo i Sprawiedliwo$¢ (Law and
Justice) party on the right wing. The paper
examines structure, strategy, ideology and
social basis of the Confederacy. This new
formation amalgamating cultural conserv-
atism and economic liberalism is similar
rather to American Trumpism and alt-right
than the protest movements of Western-
European right wing populism.
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Abstrakt

Konfederacja Wolnos¢ 1 Niepodlegltosc
jest nowa sita na polskiej scenie poli-
tycznej, sytuujaca si¢ na radykalnej pra-
wicy. Sukces KWiN przetamal dhugo-
trwaty monopol Prawa i Sprawiedliwos$ci
na prawicy. Artykul analizuje strukture
organizacyjna, strategie, ideologi¢ i baze
spoteczna Konfederacji. Nowa formacja
taczac kulturowy konserwatyzm z ekono-
micznym liberalizmem przypomina raczej
fenomen Trumpa i amerykanskiej alt-right,
niz prawicowo-populistyczne ruchy prote-
stu w Europie Zachodnie;j.
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Introduction

The anti-system right wing during the Third Republic of Poland remained
on the political fringe (apart from the parliamentary presence of Liga Polskich
Rodzin — the League of Polish Families — in 2001-2007), which was in sharp
contrast to the power of its pre-war counterpart. The reasons for this state of
affairs, as I demonstrated in my work “Ugrupowania neoendeckie w Trzeciej
Rzeczypospolitej”, lay in the anachronism of doctrine and program, dug up
right from the interwar period (Tomasiewicz, 2003: 365-367). The modern radi-
cal right, however, has undergone a transformation and modernization, which
fuelled its expansion. The aim of this paper is to investigate the circumstances
that allowed the Confederacy for Freedom and Independence to succeed.

The author will attempt to answer the questions about: / 1 / the genesis of
the Confederacy, / 2 / its structure, / 3 / strategy and tactics, / 4 / ideology and
program, / 5 / social base. The hypothesis which will be verified is that the shape
of the present embodiment of the Polish radical right is a product of its histori-
cal traditions and contemporary social context. The analysis will be based on
media coverage created by the political environment associated with the KWiN.
Established in 2019, the Confederacy is so recent phenomenon that there are no
scientific studies to be cross-checked at the time of submitting the text.

Origins

The Confederacy for Freedom and Independence is a new political group,
but it is deeply rooted in the history of the Third Republic of Poland. The incep-
tion of this formation is very complicated, but a brief sketch of it is necessary to
understand its character. The Confederacy was created out of the intertwining
of two different political trends: conservative-liberal and national-democratic.

The movement describing itself as “conservative-liberal” is in fact a transfer
of American paleolibertarianism to Poland. It has only loose ties with Polish
conservative traditions, but it can be hypothesized that it arises from the indi-
vidualistic psychology of native Sarmatism. Janusz Korwin-Mikke has been the
flagship figure of this movement for many years. In 1987, he founded the Real
Politics Movement, which gave rise to the Real Politics Union party (Unia Poli-
tyki Realnej). For decades, the UPR languished on the margins of Polish poli-
tics, treated in terms of political folklore (the best result: 3.2% in 1993) (Unia:
165—166; B.S. 1996: 55—58; B.S. 2000: 33-38). The lack of success resulted in
dissention, and finally, in 2009, the founder left the UPR, creating the Wolnos¢
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1 Praworzadno$¢ party (Freedom and Rule of Law) (soon transformed into the
Kongres Nowej Prawicy (New Right Congress)). In 2015, Korwin-Mikke lost the
chairmanship of the KNP, to which he reacted by creating the Koalicj¢ Odnowy
Rzeczypospolitej Wolnos¢ i Nadzieja (Coalition for the Renewal of the Republic
of Poland, Freedom and Hope — temporarily using the name Freedom). The
election results showed that the strength of “conservative liberalism” was the
eccentric personality of Korwin-Mikke; the marginalized UPR was first associ-
ated with the National Movement, and then — similarly to the KNP — with the
Kukiz’15 formation (B.K.-G., 2017: 126—132; A.P. 2017: 133—134).

The National Democratic movement revived disintegrated after 1989: its
moderate wing was represented by Zjednoczenie Chrzescijansko-Narodowe
(Christian-National Union), while the orthodox wing was represented by a few
conflicted National Parties. In 2001, as a result of the consolidation of orthodox
groups, the Liga Polskich Rodzin (League of Polish Families) was established,
the youth branch of which was Mtodziez Wszechpolska (Tomasiewicz, 2002).
The LPR under the leadership of Roman Giertych achieved significant success
(7.87% in 2001) and participated in the government of Jarostaw Kaczynski in
2006—2007, but the 2007 elections wiped it out of the political scene (K.Z., 2017:
163). The Mtodziez Wszechpolska (All-Polish Youth) had gained independence
earlier, with which the authorities of the parent party had severed relations as
part of Giertych’s policy of improving the image of the LPR (Mfodziez Wszech-
polska: zerwanie). However, the All-Polish Youth managed to survive, and
this break-up led to a permanent break with the older generation of National
Democrats. MW, on the other hand, started cooperation with Obdz Narodowo-
Radykalny — a political camp formed on the basis of local skinhead groups
(more about ONR: Tomasiewicz, 2010). The March of Independence, initiated
by the ONR in 2006, became a joint action of both organizations. The march,
expressing the dissatisfaction of the youth community (including football fans)
with the PO government, grew in strength from year to year (Szymanik, 2012).

Young nationalists decided to capitalize on the success of the Independence
March. On November 11, 2012, a coalition of nationalist as well as conservative-
liberal social organizations and political groups was established under the name
of the Ruch Narodowy (National Movement), which on December 10, 2014 was
transformed into a political party. After so-called Holochergate (disclosure of
the confidential correspondence of the ONR leader Przemystaw Holocher) in
2013, the leadership of the National Movement was in fact dominated by the
MW headed by Robert Winnicki (Baliszewski, 2013; cf. Index). Spectacular
failures in the 2014-15 European, local government and presidential elections
prompted nationalists to conclude an election alliance with Kukiz’15 (Lis?). This
decision was the reason for a split — the ONR withdrew from the National
Movement, and the group of Marian Kowalski (Narodowcy RP — the National
Democrats of the Republic of Poland) (Powstaje) has also left. From the Kukiz’s
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list, the nationalists introduced 5 deputies. However, when Winnicki tried to
form a group of the National Movement in April 2016, it turned out that he was
left alone — his colleagues founded an association of the National Democrats
that competed with the National Movement and remained in the Kukiz’15 club
or evolved towards the PiS (Reorganization).

A long series of failures prompted these two forces on the far right of the
Poland’s party system — nationalists and conservative liberals — to conclude
an alliance. It was not an easy decision, as the contractors were critical of each
other: Korwin-Mikke often accused nationalists of “socialism” and tried to or-
ganize a competitive independence march on October 7 (Korwin-Mikke, 2012),
Winnicki replied that Korwin was not a serious politician (Winnicki, 2012).
The Kukiz’15 breakdown, however, opened the door to action. On December 6,
2018, the KORWIN and the RN announced the formation of a coalition (Ruch
Narodowy i Wolnos¢), which in January 2019 was joined by the associations
“Pobudka” of Grzegorz Braun and Skuteczni of Piotr Marzec, and the pro-life
community represented by Kaja Godek (Czuma, 2019). The formation created in
this way initially used the name of the Koalicja Propolska, but on February 27,
2019, it identified itself as the confederacy of KORWiIN Braun Liroy Narodowcy
(Konfederacja KORWIN Braun Liroy Narodowcy fqczy). In March, a parliamen-
tary group of the Confederacy was formed (Winnicki, Marzec, Jacek Wilk, Rob-
ert Kulesza and Marek Jakubiak, then also Pawet Skutecki, temporarily Robert
Majka) (W Sejmie; Nowy posel; Poset Robert).

Structure

The way the Confederacy is organized reflects its complicated origins.
Initially, it was a coalition of a number of entities — apart from those men-
tioned, there was also the Federation for the Republic of Poland of Marek Ja-
kubiak (Sensacyjna), Eastern Borderland circles represented, among others by
Wiadystaw Osadczy and Andrzej Zapatowski (Konfederacia KORWiIN Braun
Liroy Narodowcy powigksza), some regional structures of Kukiz’15 (e.g., in Si-
lesia) (Dziatacze; Kandydat), the Party of Drivers and the Polish Association of
Knowledge about Vaccinations (Lewicki, 2019). The defeat in the May European
elections meant that a month later Jakubiak and Marzec (Federation of Jakubiak-
Liroy) (Roztam; cf. Federacja; Glos) left the coalition, and Godek in August
(Trzy). On the other hand, the Union of Christian Families (Kolejna partia), ag-
ricultural circles (Wojciech Mojzesowicz and Krzysztof Totwinski) (Pokora-Ka-
linowska, 2019) and the National League (founded by former activists of the LPR
and Samoobrona) joined the coalition. On July 26, 2019, a political party called
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Konfederacja Wolnos¢ i Niepodlegto$¢ was registered, which ensured inclusion
in the polls, facilitated access to the media and opened the way to an election
subsidy (#KONFEDERACJA zarejestrowana)

The new party is federal. As Bosak said, “it is based on two experienced
party structures, the KORWIiN party and the National Movement, the third is
being built” (Bosak, 2019). The third important component is the Konfederacja
Korony Polskiej (Confederacy of Polish Crown) — a party of Catholic Integrists
founded in September 2019 by Braun (Wystartowata). The three-fold structure of
KWiN is reflected in the composition of the parliamentary group: five Korwin-
ists (Korwin-Mikke, Konrad Szczepan Berkowicz, Artur Erwin Dziambor, Ja-
kub Kulesza, Dobromir So$nierz), five nationalists (Bosak, Krystian Kaminski,
Krzysztof Tuduj, Michatl Piotr Urbaniak, Winnicki) and a “traditionalist” Braun
(Nacjonalisci). The discrepancies within it appeared so deep that Korwin-Mikke
initially planned to divide it into two separate parliamentary groups — nation-
al and libertarian (Konfederacja ostatecznie). Ultimately, there was one group,
whose chairman was Kulesza and Bosak became a vice-chairman and spokes-
man (Pierwsze).

An analyst sympathizing with the Confederacy attempted to determine the
strength of individual political trends on the basis of votes cast in the European
elections. According to these calculations, the candidates for KORWIiN received
49.8% of the votes, RN 22.9%, Skuteczni 6.5%, FdR 6.3%, Braun 5.3%, anti-
vaccineers 3.7%, pro-life 3, 5%, Drivers 1.9% (although one can have reserva-
tions about the methodology, this analysis roughly corresponds to the ratio of
forces between Korwin’s supporters and nationalists in earlier polls of voting
preferences) (Lewicki, 2019). However, it should be remembered that the situa-
tion is even more complicated, as the National Movement itself was created as
an amalgamation of several dozen of groups of very different nature.!

! These were: Mlodziez Wszechpolska, Oboz Narodowo-Radykalny, Zwigzek Zotnierzy
Narodowych Sit Zbrojnych, Stowarzyszenie Marsz Niepodlegtosci, UPR, Ruch Wolnosci,
Fundacja im. Bolestawa Chrobrego, Grupy Rekonstrukeji Historycznych Narodowych Sit
Zbrojnych, ,,Mys$l.pl”, Fundacja Inicjatyw Polskich, ,,Polityka Narodowa”, Towarzystwo
Wszechpolskie ,,Sztafeta”, Klub Narodowej Mysli Politycznej ,,Votum”, Kobiety dla Narodu,
Ruch Narodowy - Sekcja Kobiet, Stowarzyszenie na Rzecz Tradycji i Kultury ,,Niklot”, Aka-
demicki Klub Mysli Spoteczno-Politycznych ,,Vade Mecum”, Fundacja ,,Optima”, Fundacja
Dziedzictwa Narodowego, ,,Magna Polonia”, Narodowcy.net, Stowarzyszenie ,,Przymierze
Narodu”, Stowarzyszenie ,,Fides et Ratio”, Instytut im. Romana Rybarskiego, Towarzyst-
wo Torunium im. Antoniego Bolta, Stowarzyszenie ,,Dolina Sanu”, Stowarzyszenie ,,Duma
i Nowoczesno$¢”, Katolickie Stowarzyszenie ,,Civitas Christiana” Krakoéw, Stowarzyszenie
,»Stop Korupcji”, Katolicki Klub im. $w. Wojciecha, Towarzystwo Gimnastyczne ,,Sokét”
w Lublinie, Wielkopolscy Patrioci, Narodowy Koszalin, D¢biccy Patrioci, Narodowa £6dz,
ONR Podhale, Patriae Fidelis (the United Kingdom). Ruch Narodowy. The neo-pagan
“Niklot” and the “Duma i Nowoczesnos¢” associated with neo-Nazis draw attention in this

group.
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From the very beginning, the Confederacy focused on building a “broad
anti-system movement” while maintaining the ideological identity of its com-
ponents. The KWiN leaders are aware of the heterogeneity of the formation.
Bosak said “We are not a single leader movement, none of us says what to say
on command, none of us thinks on command,” (Szymanski, 2019). He admit-
ted that “it will be necessary to talk to each other, establish a position, on the
one hand, respecting differences of opinion, which of course exist, and on the
other, look for common points that are possible to be found” (Bosak, 2019). This
internal pluralism is even presented as an asset because — according to Wilk —
“each of our voters will easily find a candidate who is very close to them in their
worldview” (Wilk, 2019).

Nevertheless, the Confederacy remains internally incoherent. Factional in-
fighting emerged during the primary election. “Wolno$ciowcy” (Libertarians)
put forward as many as four candidates (K. Berkowicz, A. Dziambor, J. Korwin-
Mikke, J. Wilk) intending to support the strongest of them in the last phase.
However, when it turned out that in minority but disciplined nationalists man-
aged to recruit the largest number of electors for their candidate Bosak, Kor-
win’s supporters decided to back Braun instead of — according to the agree-
ment — Dziambor. As a result, the Dzambor’s supporters threw their votes to
Bosak, ensuring him victory (Sitnicka, 2020). Bosak, who based his campaign
on economic issues, provided the Confederacy with program consistency.” Disa-
greements, however, still appear, at least on the tactic level — as it seems, “lib-
ertarians” are more ill-disposed towards to PiS (Polityk).

Strategy and tactics

The KWiN positions itself in opposition to all other political forces (so-called
“gang of four:” PiS, PO, PSL, SLD). Paradoxically, it pays the least attention to
the opponent who is ideologically most distant, i.e., the left wing, although the
party sees the main enemy in “cultural Marxism” (Bosak, 2019) and its goal
is “to stop comrades of Biedron and Czarzasty” (Winnicki ostro: “Polacy). In
principle, the KWiN equally rejects the possibility of cooperation with the Koa-
licja Obywatelska (Civic Coalition) (despite the conciliatory gesture made by
Stawomir Neumann after the elections) (Winnicki odpowiada). In relation to the
Law and Justice, the attitude of KWiN was more balanced. On the one hand,

2 Warcholinski, Tomanek 2020. At this point, it is worth giving consideration to the evo-
lution of the socio-economic views of Bosak, who in 2017 was the “economic centrist” (the
ratio of “equality” to “market: 50.6:49.4). Nowak 2020
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the PiS was attacked as a pseudo-right-wing and pseudo-patriotic political party
that deceived its voters (“Marxists are not only our enemy. Our enemy is the
so-called right wing, which is in agreement with big business,” Bosak called)
(Naszym,; see Fenomenalny; Winnicki ostro o Sakiewiczu, #Konfederacja pro-
ponuje). On the other, however, the United Right was assessed better than the
liberal-left opposition (Skupien, 2019) and the possibility of conditional coopera-
tion was allowed (Dziambor: “There are many projects in which we can support
the government. These include ideological matters in which we share a similar
opinion”) (Dziambor; cf. Winnicki o warunkach). They even declared readiness
to accept right-wing PiS politicians (Krystyna). The only political party with
which an alliance was allowed in July 2019 was Kukiz’15, but the leader of this
formation being in conflict with the Korwin supporters chose the PSL (Konfe-
dracja i Kukiz’l5).

The KWiN leaders are aware of the fact that they compete with the PiS for
the right-wing electorate (which was openly admitted by Stawomir Mentzen)
(Fenomenalny). This prompts them to present themselves as a more radical and
consistent version of PiS, not questioning the ideological foundations of the
United Right and open to dialogue (such a line was prompted to the confeder-
ates by Rafal Ziemkiewicz before the break-up took place) (Ziemkiewicz; cf.
Robert). “We are a Catholic-national remorse for the PIS,” said Tuduj (Tuduj,
2019). A different concept is promoted by Adam Wielomski, who says that “The
Confederacy must remain in opposition no matter what, because Kaczynski will
drain it out as he once did with the LPR and Samoobrona” (Wielomski, 2019d).
He demands that “in the minds of voters, we carefully demote our [...] ideologi-
cal world from PiS.”* This resonates with the postulate of Tomasz Kalinowski
that the KWiN should create its own institutional infrastructure enabling perma-
nent rooting in the social background, because “otherwise we will have the same
end as Kukiz’15” (Kalinowski, 2019b).

While the strategic line of KWiN is not yet finally clarified, the tactics can
be assessed as well-thought-out and consistent. Considering the genesis of the
Confederacy as an electoral alliance, it is not surprising that its actions oscil-
lated around elections. The challenge was to collect signatures necessary to reg-
ister the electoral roll, which was successfully carried out (Konfedracja ogolnop-
olskim). Some effort was taken to make the candidates’ presentations a media
spectacle, introducing such people as a Miss World runner-up Roksana Oraniec
(Kandydatka). The priorities emphasized in the campaign were defined on the
basis of focus research of the potential electorate (Fenomenalny). Postulates
were publicized with the help of various types of actions, the most important

* Wielomski 2019a. His wife (and the candidate of KWiN) Magdalena Zigtek-Wielomska
even considers the division into left- and right-wing to be secondary and irrelevant (Zigtek-
Wielomska, 2019).
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criterion of which was media coverage, i.e., the content carrying capacity and
the spectacular form.

The main task of the Confederacy was to break through to the public with
the name and program. The desire to attract media attention was also behind
other actions of KWiN: lawsuits against the media (Godek, 2019b; Telewizja,
Poczgtek), disclosure of recordings from ARIMA (Minister), participation in
debates (Skandal!; Dzisiaj; Debata), “happenings” such as Konrad Berkowicz
with a kippah (Piotr) or Wilk with a flag (Pracownicy). Intra-party events —
such as the National Women’s Congress in May (Narodowy) or the election con-
vention in September — were strived for to make them more attractive in the
media; as Bosak said, “We should perfect their formula so that they are not
a rigid academic lecture, but a show” (Krzysztof Bosak podsumowuje). The faint
echo of KWiN’s voice reverberated in the parliament due to the small size of
the parliamentary group. Nevertheless, one can note here, e.g., the formulation
of a motion to dismiss the Ombudsman (Konfedracja sktada) or the recognition
of the last session of the Sejm of the 8th term as illegal (Szok!). The street activ-
ity played a greater role, above all the demonstrations: the March of Sovereignty
on May 1 (Marsz) and the March against Jewish claims on May 11 (Dziesigtki)
in Warsaw, the Normality March in Bydgoszcz (Setki), the happening “Spring
wind rips the flags of the European Union” (Wiosenny) and others (e.g., Rzeszow).

The problem of KWiN remains, however, the boycott by the majority of the
media — both pro-government and opposition (Krzysztof Bosak podsumowuje;
cf. Czerwona,; Cenzura). Attempts were made to avoid this obstacle by expand-
ing the Internet media system, including the portals Media Narodowe, wRealu24,
eMisja, wPrawo (Bosak: “Media). As a party supporter wrote: “The Confederacy
communicates with its electorate exclusively via the Internet, social media, and
Internet television. The party created a cheap and decentralized media network
independent of the regime, a social communication network™ (Prof. Wielomski).
A large role was attached to social media (Kampania), complaining about the
blockade from Facebook (Kolejna blokada). Attempts were made to use advertis-
ing spots and music to the maximum (e.g., Nowy spoft). Nevertheless, Winnicki
lamented: “We have a huge problem with communicating with elderly people
who do not use the Internet. This is the result of a TV blockade”(R. Winnicki).

Task number two, in turn, was to consolidate and mobilize voters, for ex-
ample, the campaign # NieDlaRoszczen consisting in collecting signatures on
a letter to Donald Trump (Cejrowski). This was also, as it seems, the genesis
of the project of presidential primary elections in the Confederacy, which on
the one hand, are to activate the potential electorate, and on the other, to at-
tract the attention of the media (Konfederacja organizuje; Korwin, Braun). The
Confederacy also tried to take up local issues (such as in Pruchnik or Szczecin)
(Konfederacja broni; Szczecin) in order to reach the inhabitants of the outlying
regions.
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In the presidential campaign, the main target of the Confederacy became
small businesses frustrated by economic restrictions related to the COVID-19
pandemic. Bosak, as a candidate of the Confederacy, adapted to the require-
ments of conservative-liberal voters, taking care of the image of a well-balanced
technocrat. For example, he spoke more about water management, than about
property claims by Jewish organizations (Krzysztof Bosak: musimy), he avoided
verbal aggression (e.g., he described the A. Duda’s attack on the “LGBT ideol-
ogy” as “a kind of provocation” and cynicism) (Krzysztof Bosak : jestem), he
took exceptional care of his impeccable image (a characteristic fragment about
clothes in an interview with Robert Mazurek on RMF) (Bosak: Wiara).

Ideology and program

The Confederacy does not have a uniform ideology or a coherent view of
the world. Although Wielomski promotes the concept of “national liberalism”
or “market nationalism” (Wielomski, 2019b), in practice it remains in the sphere
of distant forecasts (if not pious wishes). Some refer to conservative liberalism
(Wilk, 2019), others to Dmowski’s doctrine (Zigtek-Wieclomska, 2019). When
one of the candidates put forward in the election says “I am a libertarian, not
a conservative” (Bartyzel, 2019), the other replies: “I define my views as nation-
al, conservative, deeply anti-liberal” (Smuniewski, 2019). For some, the model is
the right wing of the US Republican Party (Konfederacja zaprezentowata), for
others the National Front of Jean-Marie Le Pen (Konwencja wyborcza). “Let’s
not delude ourselves [...] that libertarians and nationalists are groups that can be
dovetailed with each other — this is not the case,” says one of the female can-
didates of KWiN (Trela, 2019). Most of all, a negative program — a common
enemy — brings them together. “We don’t want Jews, homosexuals, abortions,
taxes and the European Union!” — Mentzen announced (Fenomenalny). Islam-
ists and “leftists” should be added to this list too.

One of the most important positive values uniting the Confederates is the
sovereign state. For most, the ideal is the national state — the political organi-
zation of the Polish nation (Zigtek-Wielomska, 2019) — but there are also those
who refer to the Jagiellonian tradition of a multinational state (Sajna, 2019) and
contrast “extreme nationalism” with a “sober national attitude” (Drozdowski,
2019). The principle of the nation state, in which “almost all inhabitants con-
stitute one nation” (Trela, 2019), results in the resistance of KWiN to immigra-
tion, the criticism of which is used against the PiS government. “We will stop
the flood of immigrants from Ukraine and Asia,” Winnicki called (Konwencja
wyborcza), “We must stop this madness!” (Winnicki o stowach). “National secu-
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rity means a responsible migration policy. Stop migration!” added Tumanowicz
(Konwencja). However, even in this matter, the KWiN did not develop a uni-
form position. As an alternative solution, “an immigration filter that eliminates
the influx of people who threaten security, culture and social norms, but also
leaves the door open for those migrants who want to work for the benefit of
Polish economic development” (Bartyzel 2019; cf Ekonomiczny). One of the
candidates even put up Qatar as a role model, “in which the native Qataris have
many benefits, and the main workforce is immigrants from other countries”
(Sajna, 2019).

The second pillar of the Confederate worldview is religion. The role of
Catholicism, however, is understood very differently — when some activists
(mainly Braun’s supporters and nationalists) stand in the position of Catholic
Integrism, for most libertarians, Christianity is only an element of the cultural
tradition. Krzysztof Szymanski from the National Movement is a representative
of the former group, who says: “The only way to ensure God’s order in Poland is
to return Catholic entities to their ideological foundations, articulate an uncom-
promising, Catholic program [...], and above all, give oneself and all activities to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Queen of Poland!” (Szymanski, 2019).

Other nationalist, Michat Wawer, demands to prosecute the blasphemy
(Wawer, 2019). On the other hand, Cyprian Sajna emphasizes his commitment to
the secular nature of the state, and writes that in the KWiN “there is a place for
atheists, dissenters, and free-thinkers,” he points out that Korwin-Mikke “can-
not be viewed as a Catholic model” (Sajna, 2019). In the ranks of the Confed-
eracy there was initially even a former activist of the Palikot Movement, Jacek
Wiadystaw Bartyzel, known for his anti-clerical happenings, who declared him-
self “an unbelieving but patriotic liberal” (Bartyzel 2019; cf. Szydzit).

Despite the ambivalent attitude towards religion, the KWiN unanimously
proclaims an extremely conservative cultural program. It primarily means sup-
port for the traditional family model (Trela, 2019), although there are attempts
among nationalists to find an answer to the challenge of feminism (Bryltka,
2019). The defense of the family takes shape primarily in the form of a fight
against the LGBT ideology (Partia. KORWIN 2019), in which the Confederacy
is trying to outbid the PiS (Konfederacja ostro o Emilewicz). Confederates draft-
ed a bill forbidding the promotion of homosexual attitudes and blocked parades
of equality (Konfederacja obiecuje), Korwin said that “All those elites that sup-
port deviations must be slaughtered” (Korwin ostro), and Godek that “pederasty
is the introduction to pedophilia.’* However, one can also (less often though)
come across voices stressing that “this what concerns those two people and only
them should be subject to the rules of freedom” (Bartyzel, 2019) and Sosnierz
joined the working party for LGBT equality (Poset Konfederacji). The KWiN

4 GodekKaja, 2019a. Braun even spoke of “penalizing homosexuality.” Wielomski, 2019¢
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also raises the postulate of an absolute ban on abortion in order to distinguish it
from the compromise policy of the United Right (Prezes Trybunatu).

Apart from the national-religious Tradition, the idea of Freedom is a com-
ponent of the KWiN ideology. While in the symbolic sphere, jingoistic tradi-
tionalism prevails, the influence of liberal and anti-statist solutions is visible
in a number of program proposals. In the field of education, this means the de-
velopment of home education (Mentzen, 2019) and the educational and cultural
voucher, shifting the focus to the family (Wieczorek, 2019). In terms of security,
the Confederacy proposes to facilitate citizens’ access to weapons and shooting
training (Polska dla).

The liberal element stamped its imprint on the KWiN’s economic agenda
the strongest. According to Wilk, “there is a need to create the best conditions
for the development of Polish business, [and] the government as well as officials
should interfere as little as possible with the growth and enrichment of domestic
enterprises, especially family ones” (Wilk, 2019). Characteristically, the Bosak
presidential program — as the only one — received a positive assessment of
ING Bank Slaski experts in terms of fiscal balance (Benecki, Kasek, 2020).
Confederates agree in the pursuit of deregulation limiting the influence of the
state on the economy. “As much of the state as it is necessary, as much freedom
as it is possible,” says Mentzen (Mentzen, 2019). They prepared, modeled on the
so-called the Wilczek Act, “Polish Entrepreneur Package” containing, among
others, Act on small scale street trading (Polska dla). Nevertheless, a limited
participation of the state in economic life (e.g., arms industry, critical infrastruc-
ture) is allowed (Bala, 2019). To quote Mentzen once more “in the 21st century,
the free market is the right answer less often than I would like, but still much
more often than the statists would like” (Mentzen, 2019).

In addition to eliminating bureaucratic barriers, the activity of Polish en-
trepreneurs is to be facilitated by a significant reduction and simplification of
taxes. Income tax would be completely abolished (“1000 plus for every working
person. We will stop punishing Poles for working!”) (Takiej), the tax system
would be based on VAT (Mentzen 2019). Social security contributions would be
voluntary (7akiej).

The savings necessary in view of reducing the state’s income were to be
sought by KWiN in reducing social expenditure. The Confederacy criticizes the
“irresponsible policy of living at the expense of future generations” (Szymanski,
2019). Criticism also applies to the “500+” program — as an alternative formula
of a policy to boost the birth rate, progressive tax breaks for children are pro-
posed, and a zero VAT rate for products purchased in relation to bringing up
children (Skupien, 2019). At the same time, however, the confederates recog-
nize the need to maintain certain elements of social policy (Drozdowski, 2019a),
noticeably in the national wing of KWiN, the so-called “national solidarists”
(Lobodzinski, 2019).
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Confederates do not make secret of their discrepancies on economic issues
(according to Mentzen, “the subject of economy is something I do not fully
agree with, but we do not have to be unanimous on every issue,” says the candi-
date) (Trela, 2019). Nationalists present protectionist views, sometimes they are
close to the idea of the “third way” (Sowinski, 2019). According to Wilk, how-
ever, “In fact, the only significant difference concerns the assessment of foreign
capital. Nationalists claim that capital has nationality, we — libertarians — that
it has interests” (Wilk, 2019).

Economic liberalism does not go hand in hand with political liberalism.
The KWiN is the only major political party in which criticism of democracy
is articulated. Dominik Cwikta (an editor of the nczas.com website) writes, for
example, that in a democratic system “one cannot [...] create something unam-
biguously good, just and good, because [...] the ‘people’ [...] are [...] mostly
the rabble” (Cwikta, 2019; cf. Wystartowata). Sympathies for the monarchy are
openly articulated (Sajna, 2019; cf. Wilk, 2019). Democracy is treated not as
a value but at best as an objective reality (Drozdowski, 2019a). However, the
practical systemic proposals of KWiN are an inconsistent mixture of authoritar-
ian postulates (increasing penalties, including the reintroduction of the death
penalty) (Mentzen, 2019) and libertarian demands (liquidation of public media,
limiting the powers of law enforcement agencies) (Liroy; Dos¢, Liderzy). In ad-
dition, the Confederacy proposes to streamline the state through the parameteri-
zation of the work of courts and prosecutor’s offices, as well as the introduction
of e-voting (Konfederacja zapowiada,; Polska dla).

The Confederacy is trying to work out an alternative program of foreign pol-
icy. Its main distinguishing feature is to be “multidirectional policy.” “A multi-
directional policy is a basic postulate [...] in the field of foreign policy. That
is, fragmented cooperation with various powers without a clear and permanent
focus on one country,” said Tuduj (Tuduj, 2019; cf. Wilk, 2019). In practice, this
would mean a dramatic shift in Poland’s foreign policy.

The idea of a sovereign state conflicts the Confederates with the European
Union (Mtodziez Wszechpolska pocieta). Korwin-Mikke stated: “We have only
one joint point (of our program), but a strong one — ‘to hell with the Union’
(Ruch Narodowy i Wolnosé). The allegations against the EU are threefold — it
is perceived as a tool of Germany (a threat to national interests), a carrier of
“cultural Marxism” (a threat to Latin civilization), and a bureaucratic behemoth
(a threat to civil and economic freedom) (Prezes Ruchu; cf. Zigtek-Wielomska,
2019; Wawer, 2019; Tuduj, 2019). The last aspect draws attention to the negative
effects of EU regulations on the Poland’s energy sector (climate commitments)
and agriculture (Wilk, 2019; Konfederacja: Nie), and warnings were issued
against adopting the common currency (Konfederacja zaprezentowata; Konfed-
eracja odpowiada).
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Nevertheless, the Confederates make it clear that they are “union skeptics”
and not euroskeptics (Kalinowski, 2019a). “We are not against Europe and its
great civilizational heritage,” said Tuduj (Tuduj, 2019), “We are, we were and
we will be in Europe” (Wiceprezes). They identify themselves with the idea of
“Europe of free nations and nation states” (Tuduj, 2019). However, this idea is
vague. The radical wing (mainly — but not only — nationalists) wants “Polexit,”
although they intend to keep Poland in the Schengen area and the European Eco-
nomic Area (Konfederacja: Wyprowadzimy; cf. Wiceprezes). The moderate wing
considers it unrealistic and pointless, proposing instead the slogan of “return
to the roots of Robert Schuman’s United Europe” (Drozdowski, 2019b), which
supposed to mean a profound reform of the EU, dismantling the “bureaucratic
superstructure” (Dziambor, 2019; cf. Bartyzel, 2019).

At the same time, the Confederacy clearly distances itself from the USA.
Bosak criticized “servile subordination to America” (Krzysztof Bosak: rzqd),
he said that “Poland did not get up from its knees, but only changed the kneeler
from the EU to the USA” (Polska nie). Korwin-Mikke accuses PiS of being
an “American agency” (Korwin-Mikke: PiS jest; cf. Korwin-Mikke: PiS zalezy,
Marciniuk, 2019). Polish-American relations are considered unequal and unfa-
vorable for Poland (e.g., the issue of digital tax) (Krzysztof Bosak: rzqd; Kon-
federacja ostro o wpisach), the United States is considered an uncertain ally
(Winnicki dla). Nationalists wanted to greet President Trump with a picket line
(Trump).

The aversion to the United States is to some extent a derivative of antago-
nism with the US allies — Israel and Ukraine. The leading issue is the claims to
Jewish heirless property and the related so-called Act 447 (Winnicki o roszcze-
niach; Krzysztof Bosak: rzqd), but this is only a small part of the entire body of
problems arising from Polish-Jewish relations (e.g., accusing Poles of complicity
in the Holocaust, participation of Jews in the communist apparatus).” The Con-
federates warn against the influence of the Jewish lobby, for example, Braun
said that “Today’s ministers and bishops are at the Jewish press beck and call”
(Konfederacja wzywa). The attitude of the national right wing towards Ukraine
is also characterized by long-standing aversion. The historical conflict, which
culminated in the Volhynian slaughter, is projected onto contemporary Ukrain-
ian politics, suspected of expansionist attempts towards Poland. The Confeder-
ates believe that “ad hoc politics, often incompatible with our national inter-
est, is prioritized over the memory of Polish martyrdom” (Marciniuk, 2019).
Therefore, in their opinion, unconditional support for Ukraine is contrary to
the Polish “raison d'Etat,” although they do not question the role of the inde-

5 Sowinski 2019; Konfederacja broni; Skandaliczny. Even the member of the liberal fac-
tion of the Confederacy J.W. Bartyzel protested against the excessively broad use of the term
“anti-Semitism”. Bartyzel 2019
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pendent Ukrainian state as a buffer separating Poland from Russia (Krzysztof
Bosak: rzqd).

However, the KWiN did not clearly formulate alternative “vectors” of Polish
foreign policy. In principle, the Confederacy does not question Poland’s member-
ship in NATO (Krzysztof Bosak: rzqd), although the party emphasizes the devel-
opment of own defense capabilities (Zapatowski, 2019). Korwin-Mikke allowed
for the possibility of a military alliance with Russia, but he came in for criticism
even in his parent political camp (Korwin-Mikke: Polska; Korwin-Mikke: Oby-
dwaj; Korwin-Mikke w studiu). Other Confederacy politicians speak of Russia
without sentiment. “Russia is a large country, a country pursuing a brutal, arro-
gant policy, with which we have tense relations,” said Bosak (Sasin). At the same
time, however, the confrontational policy towards Russia was opposed, consid-
ering it unfavorable for Poland (Winnicki dla). “1 do not see any reason why we
should annoy our neighbor. It is in our interest to have peace and trade with all
neighbors,” stated Tuduj (Tuduj, 2019). Poland’s participation in the Chinese New
Silk Road program is also taken into account (Zigtek-Wielomska, 2019; Bartyzel,
2019; Wilk, 2019), but again the opinions are divided (Drozdowski, 2019a).

Social base

In the May elections to the European Parliament, the Confederates won 4.55%
of votes (Wybory do parlamentu). In the parliamentary elections in October,
1,256,953 voters voted for the KWiN, which constituted 6.81% of votes (Wyniki
wyborow). Importantly, crossing the election threshold resulted in strengthening
the position of KWiN, as 8.3% of respondents expressed the will to vote for this
party in November and in December — 12% (W nowym).

The KWiN electorate is based on young educated men from big cities. 9 per-
cent of men and 4.1 percent of women voted for the Confederacy. Among people
aged 18-29, the Confederacy received as much as 20.2% of votes, the age group
30-39 (8.2%) also voted above average, while not many votes were received from
the older generation. In terms of occupations, the Confederates are most popular
among students (17.9%), business owners (8.8%) and management (8.1%), the
average proportion of votes was cast among workers (7.4%), the unemployed
(6.9%) as well as administration and service employees (6.6%), and the lowest
among farmers (3.4%), old age and disability pensioners (1.1%). The Confedera-
cy’s electorate is dominated by voters with higher (43.6%) or secondary (41.2%)
education (Zaborowska 2019). In terms of geography, the KWiN achieved the
highest results in the following districts: $redzki (13.5%), bieszczadzki (7.52%),
Stalowa Wola (7.10%) and Rzeszow (7.09%) (Wybory europejskie).
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The presidential election strengthened the position of the Confederacy. Un-
der the conditions of sharp polarization, obtaining the result of 6.78% in the
first round of the elections should be considered a success (for comparison —
most of the voters of the parliamentary Left handed over their votes to Rafat
Trzaskowski). This success was even greater because Bosak’s campaign was
relatively cheap — it cost less than PLN 2 million (Bosak: Zycze). Moreover, the
Confederacy candidate managed to win over a significant proportion of young
people, including first-time voters: 21.7% of voters aged 18-29.

As in the parliamentary elections, the average Bosak voter is a young (more
than half are under 30) male (2/3 of the electorate) with secondary or higher
education (84.9%), studying (19.1%) or working in services (18%). Considering
the cross-section of society, the KWiN candidate turned out to be the most pop-
ular among high school students and university students (20.4%). He was also
overrepresented in the circles of entrepreneurs (8.5%), managerial staff (8.4%),
workers (8.0%) and even unemployed (7.3%) (Wyniki glfosowania). In the spa-
tial aspect, Bosak gained the greatest support — over 10% — in the following
districts: Leczna (10.66), Rzeszow (10.18) and Rzeszow (10.02), and among the
crews of sea-going vessels (19.51%) (Wybory Prezydenta).

It is visible that the voters of KWiN and Bosak have a clear sociological
profile. This is the strength of the formation as it ensures its cohesion, but at
the same time, it is its weakness as it hinders further expansion. The Confed-
eracy faces the difficult task of gaining a different electorate — in the first place
PiS voters: older, less educated people, rather socially oriented. Without this,
the Confederates will remain a party balancing on the verge of the election
threshold.

Conclusions

The analysis of Confederate ideology and modus operandi reveals their
multifaceted inconsistency. There are a number of contradictions, the most im-
portant of which are: /1/ the contradiction between the traditionalist and the
modernizing element (including — between the modern form and conservative
content), /2/ the contradiction between the conservative (conservative-liberal)
and the national-democratic tradition, /3/ contradiction between native and “im-
ported” patterns. From the rich ideological heritage of the Poland’s right wing,
the Confederates try to select elements /a/ common to the trends that co-create
the KWIiN, /b/ compatible with the contemporary social environment. Although
consolidation is difficult, the plane of consensus is cultural Catholicism and eco-
nomic liberalism.
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The success of KWIiN is in line with the general Western trend of the right-
wing backlash. The Polish mutation of this phenomenon, however, retains its
specific character. Compared to the Western European new populist right, the
traditionalist component in the Confederacy is stronger, while there is no social
populism (characteristic of, for example, Front National or Sverigedemokrater-
na), and the issue of immigration is also of little importance (cf. Tomasiewicz
2019: 71-86). It seems that the Polish radical right is closer to the American

model: Tea Party, Trumpizm, alt-right (cf. Anglin, 2016; Langman, 2011; Post,
2017).
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